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OUT OP THE MOUTH OF HOBBITS 


Just : whem you thought it was 8afe to open your mail 


box a aim @ @ 
; ts been a while, The last fanzine T did was TI, fAl,H, 


2, back around the beginning of 1980 when we were 
Nog 12, back and . more innocent, Though. a lot actually 
ad t changeds I'm still farm editor at The Herald. 
Palladium, though now I'm also s8ometimes a copy editor and 


a88istant. news” editor, And I'm 8till a libertarian anarohiet, 
a Neopagan witch, and all those other obnoxious things 
was last time, plus a few hew things like Universal F*r6 


Church #4X def ministers, 
But LIT _ ze been a long time, 
"HOW LONG VAS IF?" 
Tm glad you asked me thats, It has been. 800000 Tong 


that all the locs on the previous zine have been completely 
Iost in this apartment's ness, which rivals the FBI archives 


the day after they passed the "Freedom: of Information Act, 
Tf any of you out there sent me a locy 6 es that, 


Wow That I haye a co-editor to answer "to, I 1 have to be 
more prompt with ny publications, and ghe!1 be getting a 
Xerox of every LlToc-IT get in the future, 

Quite frankly, for a while I didn't think 1.4 be : 
reviving Intergalactic, Postal.rates have gone up twice, 
at a rats faster than my s8alary, And I didn't really 
kave the: time, between an increasing workload in the 
newsroom, too "many: APA memberships, work with a Pagan 
coven in Kalamagoo, traveling constantly. and just plain 
LTLaziness, And then there was the Ditto, Some of you may 
remember that awful purple Ditto ink that made rTeaging my 
zines an awful chore, The machine was owned by Tullilo 
Proni and I had to dxive to Kalamazoo any time I wanted 
to run something off, It just wasn!t worth the hassle,s 

But a number of things uot td wfHEZdn ZHE Batt 
POOFTr x br ron conspired to bring me back to AdL Ler, my 
gqueaky Dutch typewriter, ones againg 

To 8tart with, no more Ditto, Back in Tania the St, 
Joseph Public Schools held its annual rummage ney. to get 
rid of all the old equipment the Aistrict doean't want 
any more, I: drove across the St, Jogeph River to take 
a peek at it, and this forlorn:1ittle mimeo beckoned to 
me from across the room, Well, not little, really, Et's 


a monstrous A, B, Dick 525 electric that. LT "could bareLy- - 
wrestle into the brunt of my 1976 WW Rabbit, Ive dubbed 


it TIysSander --  —=FY after one of my heroes, and weve 
been getting along fine 80 Long as I remember to leave 


the lever in the Locked position before switching on the 
Powers : | 
Not that everything has been exactly ro8y, The biggest 
problem. I-?ve had with mimeo Is supplies, ly cash flow wontt 
allow for huge purchases, and here in the Great American 
Outback the local office supply stare is often out of 
the right stencils, paste ink and other items, That means 
T either drive to South Bend, when I haye the timey or I 
Camnit. I wait a lots | 

Another reagon for the revival is 8simply. because a 
lot of people have asked me to, Sheep egoboos 

But the biggest reason is Wina Boging bg 

I met Wina briefly during the 1980 Worldcon in Boston, 
and 8he didn!t make much of an impression through the haze 
of alcohol, dangerous drugs and lack of gleep, Then she 
Joined GOLDEN APA; Arthur Hlavatyts bimonthly gathering 
of Illuminatus fans, libertarians, witches, occultists, 
geexs, ConSpiracy buffs, sex fiends and other assorted 
weirdoes., who write dangerous,. subversive stuff, laturally 
I fit right in with that crowd, HVina!s not doing badly, 


eltners 
The most noticeable thing about Hinats work in GOLDEN 


APA was her artwork; She has a delightful, cartoony style 
that's always clean, detailed and realistic, Her specialty 
is In caricatures of people in East Coast fandom -- Nina 
has a knack for capturing their expressions and personall 

Im a Tecent mailing of the APA Nina did a cartoon 
illustrating an incident involving Arthur, Bernadette 
Bosky and I on a visit last s8pring to Chicago, And that 
character. in her drawing looked exactly like me, even Though 
Rina hasmtt geen me in two years, © 

T was impressed, $0 impressed, in fact, that I figured 
ghe needed more_expogsure in fandom and I asked her to 8sign 
on as co-editor, And she really is an:equal, She gets as 
many pages all to herself as she wants; plus all the holes 
T leave on my pages, Ve keep separate, exclusive mailing 
1ists and thus 8plit mailing costs, We!ll both edit all 


bl. Loubbwo=uGc va: HVbLlllo LTC LULSoei GULTUuaL, WILEei we have One agalne 


And 80 on and so forth, 
It won*#t be 80 long a gap between is8ues next tine, 
IWina will have my head on a eilver platter to dance with. 


if I lose any more locs, anyways 


ties, 


_—— 


25 a 


FREEDOM AT GROUND ZERO Bs 
Another Eschatological Journey Looking for America With Rev, Zed 


GALACTEC ARCHIVES SUBCENTRAL DATABANK 5B TERHLINUS VEGA O 


SUBJECT: Cultural development of intelligent Species 
at Evolution Point Lpsilong 


/ TOPIC: Pre-migration TEITAa , 


DATE OF ENTRY; Galactic orbit 4,523.647209, Galactic 
Federation reckoning;z lay 23, 2505, Terran rYeckonings 


PERSONAL ACCESS CODB:s VildPurkeyW%þ467& 


Ag with all primate gpecies, the idea of the unknown 


particularly thoge unknowns within the future and. within 
the primate mind, produces a paradoxical reaction, The _ 
primate bilounit experiences feelings of both intense curiosity 
2nd intense fear, As with all domesticated, planet-bound 
gpecies, these psychological traits tend to manifest themselves. 
on a cultural level, and- indeed, prior -to Space WISER LO 
this conflict was the driving force of most of planetboun 
Terran history,s 

The conflict was exacerbated by the fact that Terran 
primates did not at the time, and most still do not, 
have psychostatistical future projection capability, . this 
being a function of biocomp/neurological Circuit Six, as 
yet unactivated in most Terran biocomputers, (See SUBJECT: 
Leary, Timothy, TOPIC: Harmful side effects of lysergic 
acid diethylamide ingestion, ) by 

In times of rapid cultural change, those Terran 
primates: for whom the intense fear reaction tended to 


dominate, became extremely disoriented, some to the point 


of wishing to terminate their om 1ives, In a cultural 
context, this phenomenon has been identified by Terran 
Scholars by the term "iiillenialisms," 

HLLLG&uiallou io the genoral belief that "the DÞschaton 
is imminent,” that is, that the cultural evidence SULTOUNd Ling 


one in some way points to the imninent demise of the world, 
Species or civilization, In primates, this is general ly 
expressed in a religious context, and this was especially 
noticeable in the dominant Terrawest religion prior to 
Pace liigratilonsg 

Dome examples of periods of intense lillenialism from 
pre=-ligratilon Terran history include the reaction of the 
early Christian community upon the destruction of Jernsalem!s 


temple by the Roman Empire!s dominant territorial ape, 
Tragang The general feeling prevalent in the Roman impire 


during the general disorders of the gecond century C.ie; 

The yearg up to 1000 C,Z,, a number of great s8ignificance 

to Terran primates becauss Thelr mag putative appendages 

are equipped with 10 digitsg the fourteenth century just 
prior to the evolutionary leap made possible by the develop=- 
ment of mass commmication capability, when many Terrawest 


| I 
g8cholars interpreted the widespread wars of the 

DELICa, the Black Plague and the disastrous results of 

the Crusades in a Millenialist fashion; and the 1840s, 

when widegpread political disorders caused the game reaction 

among leading religionists, (Two major Hillenialist 

religions, Hormonigm and Seventh Day Adventism, stTem from 


the latter period : 
However, the strongest and most pervasive period of. 


Millenialism occurred at the end of the 20th century Cobbs 
Terran reckoning, just prior to Space lHigration and the 

deveLopment of neurogenetic life extension techniques, 
There was perhaps some justification for this because 
Terrans had also developed weaponry capable of truly 
N4immoanoul ls] ng The ESChaton," | 

Some sects within the dominant Terrawest religion 

postulated the imminent End of the Vorld along lines 
described in their 8acred works, In particular, followers 
of a Terran named Hal 1,jnagay posbulaten a thermonuclear 
war precipitated in a region of the planet known as the 
Middle East, followed by a period of extreme disorder 
out of which would rise the "Kingdom of God," Some of 
his followers even actively 8chemed to WE this turn of 
events about, in hopes that the Kingdom of God would mean 


their political, gocial and spiritual dominance, 

This: theme could be seen in'a number of other Terran 
religions, as well, YVor example, some 8ects within the 
emerging HNeopagan religion maintained that "the Goddesgs" 
was on the verge of destroying technological civilization 
1n anger over the ecological damage done to the biosphere 


by planet=-bound industries, 

Other religionists attempted to marshal the techniques 
ot 8clence to their arguments, For example, the possibly 
mythical Cult of Rome" was said to have used computer 

| projections to predict 
_ utter disaster within a 
period of about 20 planetary 
revolutions unless an 
authoritarian world dictatorship 
were immediately established, 
And then there were 
a few, Such as DEFGAC LOS 
Timothy Leary, occultist 
- Robert Anton Wilson, writer 
Alvin Toffler and journalist 
. Revo, Hd Zed, who correctly 
gaw that their gpecies 
was on The verge of the -: 
next step in their evolution, 
the activation of liberty- 
centered, three dimensional 
neurologlcal Circuit Five 
on a mass cultural level, 
However, they were widely 


Tegarded by their fellow 
_ pxrinates as "nut cages," 
The etymology of this 


| CS 
 Phrase is obscure and the 8ubject of gome controversy, 
but this author tends to the opinion that it was a reference 
to their "thick=gskinned" natures, (See SUBJECT: Terran 
tlora,. TOPIC: 
... walnut, ) 


Juglans cinerea, commonly known as the 


Yee 
The following 18s an 


excerpt from Revs Zed's NN 
diaryzine, "The Decentralization AY 11 
@f Weetern Civilization," dated ROY: OY \ | 

I 


Dec, 31, 1981: 


tua. I was mostly 
Just a wee bIt arunk; 80 I went 
home and did laundry, excellent ) 
therapy, Then IT packed up the car and headed off YA 
Chicago as the first part of a wild 3t=day weekend, The 
weather was ominous, hovering just a couple of degrees above 
freezing, and the drizzle was definitely borderline sleet, 
But the temperature held all the way there, - T1 hit the | 
Loop about: half an hour later than last time, and marvel 
of marvels, the traffic was moving! There was but a 
three-ninute delay at the 8paghetti junetion: between The 


Dan Ryan, Tigsenhower and Kennedy P58 in the and that 
was cauged by a car that had StA11 1n the middle lane 


of the Kennedy, 

In Hlenview, Rernadette Bogky!s mother and sisters 
Insisted on pLying me with huge, thick steaks, the kind- 
Arthur ((Editorts note: A perennial Hugo-award nominee, 
then living in. New Rochelle, NJY,, from whom The. Author 
Steals a lot)) says is his favorite: kind of food, TI: can 
gee his point, Bernadette's sister, : the Chicago cop, 
and I exchanged 8gome 8martass banter, and I'm not gure 
ghe knew how to take me, Oh well, T was going out with 
Bernadette, not the cop, and the Lady was much too young. 
to have participated in the Horror of 1968, The Soskys 
displayed their s8ick humor (apparently a family trait 
by lighting a 8singing angel candle at dinner and watching 
its head melt and run down in waxy streams, 

Bernadette and T Headed out for Rogers Park and a 
party I'd been invited to by Amy Woolard, Chicago Pagan 
and SOA. pergon, JI stopped at a party 5tore Tor a bottle 
cf champagne and gave it a good shake: for luck, It wasntt 
holding, though, We arrived at Amyts, an apartment building 
off Clark and Touny, and found no one on —_ other 8ide 
to anaswer the doors | 

I was thoroughly pisseds pram. ghe had either 
cancelled the party or moved it and had probably forgotten 
to tell me, We went over to My Pi#s on Sheridan and 
commiserated over a carafe of pinko wine; The conversation 
eventually got dram to That Weird Stuff, natural topics 
for Bernadette and me, She argued that there were” gome 
disturbing aspects in Robert Anton Wilgon's writing,, I 
aidn't agree, but her point of view was probably good for 
me, anyway, TI could easily develop a guru complex about 
RAW, if IT hayen®t already, and that would definitely not 
be 2000 for me, The last thing in my life &Þ+ need is a 
gUTUs 

We: both: decided to gurprise GOLDEN APAn Dennis Jarog 
with a visit, and 80 as to have a third person to share 
The champagne with at midnight, (Editor's note: GOLDEN 
PN is an fimateur Press As880ciation founded by Arthur 


| Ons 
Hlavaty in..1979 into which he invited a large; number of 
anarchists, witches, libertarians, occultistm, crug fiends 
and other undesireable pergons, Hlavaty always maintained 
that the name of the APA was a pun on: "Golden Appley" a 
Sacred object among Digcordians, However, one persistent _ ® 
Tumor: had it that the APA was really named after the Golden 
Horde, a 13th century Mongolian army that destroyed much 
of civilizatiom,)) The drive to Viles was pretty toy 
and I:had to keep my s8peed to within 15 mph of the Speed 
1imit, but we made it with no problems, Dennis was surprised 
but: happy to see us,: The 
champagne had a nice, 
regounding pop loud enough 
to send lawrence Welk -: 
hiding under the table, _ 
and it was a decent vintage, 
If New York State can be 
S8a1d to produce suchs 
ve Ttoasted the new year : 
and talked about Gnosticism, 
. TI also made a HNew 
Year's regolution, my 
first. in many years, 
My resolution 1s to be 
here to ring in 19853, 
An awful lot of Tthese 
religious villenialists 
have g8elected 1982 as 
the year: for Airmageddon 
to start, too many. for ®- 
g81mple goincidence, L£I£f 
Lt goes, ELL ilgure 
they're right, and: if 
L live long enough, Will 
probably even join Them, 
And If midnight strikeson Dec, 
1 31, 1982, with a Whole i 
and Dound Universe, .owell, 
Itve written about my work 
in reality creation elsewhere, 
and If11 8peng Jan, 1, 1985, 
Growing a lot, 


Even as a k1d growing up in an ethnic Czechoslovakian 
neighborhood in Clevelanq, I had.this fascination with 
the idea of the Ind of the World, Whether this was a 
genetic predisposition or brain programming, I can't gay 
with certainty : : 

- But If IT had to, T'd put my: money on the programming, 
Few people are better at complex, s8ubtle and powerful 
brain programming than the Catholic clergy, And I got 
gix years of it at Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Elementary SchooL (sometimes called "TNativity BoM," by 
_ fledgling young cynics) from the Dominican nuns, stern | 
and' dour as an Inquisition in a Skinner rat mage in their 

white habits, £ | 

Looking back, a lot of what the nuns had to say 8sounds 
incredibly Silly now, (At least one author made himself 
a fortune with a series of books about this, including 
Do Black Patent Leather Shoes Reflect. Up?, later made into 


a play which enjoyed The Toneest run in e history of 
Chicago theater, The play is set in Chicago, the worlds 


Iargest Catholic diocese, The nuns had dozens of stories 


to tell their classes about bad little boys and girls 

they knew over the past 57 years of teaching, all of which 
were probably just made up, All of them were degsigned to 
gcare the hell out of impressLonable schooJ kids, 

An examples "T_ remember Little Jimny, a boy I taught 
many, many years ago, It makes me 80 sad just to think 
about him, No matter how mach I pleaded and argued with. 
Tim, he just wouldn't believe that the Holy Communion host 
1s really and truTlTy The Body of Our Lord gJesus Christ and 
not just a piece of bread, And worse yet, he tried to 
convince all the other 1ittle boys and girls of this, well, 
1-44 have to call it heresgy, I'd punish him, but the devil _- 
mast' have been with him because he just keph on not believings 
Well, one morning he went to Mass just before classes, 
and instead of s8swallowing the Communiow host like a good 
1ittlLe Catholic boy, he held it in his mouth. until after 
Mass was over, (How he managed to prevent the 1ittle ; 
wafer of flour and water from dis8olving was not explained, ) 
Well, after Mass out in the schoolyard, he took the Host 
out: of his mouth! All of the other boys. and girls were 
horrified; but Little Jimmy just laughed, Then he took 
out a pin, and pierced the Host, AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT | 
HAPPENED? LIT STARTED TO BLEED!!! Ang Poor Little Jimny 
was 80 horrified at what had happened, that he fell down 
and died, right on tlie spot! And T'm 8 sad to tell you, 
elass, bub 19m 8ure little Jimny went straight to Hell to 


2. 


burr forever and: ever, " 
Like I 8aid, it 8ounds incredibly silly now, But 


to impressionable geven-year-0lds, with the fierce white- 
habited nun towering over you like a killer ape, it was 
Scary as hell, & few kids even pissed their: pants with 
fright, TI avoided this ultimate humiliation, but mainly 
because T'd learned self-control from dozens of times 

of asking to'go to the bathroom and Sister Attila not 
believing mes 

Bad as that was, the good nuns saved their worst 
Scare-tactics when it came time to discuss the Doctrine 
of the last Judgment, '. They pulled out all the stops for 
that, Come on, sugar, it's Armageddon time, and weflre _ 
gonna get down! For the better part of an hour at a time, 
the good Sisters of St, Dominic would hold their young 
charges in terrified fascination of descriptions of the 
horrors, of the Last Days, the stars falling from the 
heavens, Public Square melting into molten mush, crazed 
thrones. of ginners running down Huclid Avenue "cracking 
beneath their feet before a 900-foot-tall Godzilla Jesus 
with nis great flaming swora, smiting the Standard Oil 
of Olio tower into rubble, mh The 80=called great works of 
the masters of the horror genre -- H, P, Lovecraft, Robert 
Block, vtephen King -- were pissant pap and wimpery compared 
to this! They. 8hould have Learned their LesSoOns from 
the Dominicans, 

"THERE WILL BE SIGNS, boys and girls; Signs in the” 
heavens, three days of aaylight and three days of night, W 
the nuns crowed, "And the Antichrist, the Beast 666, Will 
rise up to rule the Earth for seven years for Satan, 
pergecuting good Catholics for their faith, No one knows 


when he will appear or who he will be, Maybe the Antichrist 


Will be one of your,. ,classmates!'" 

T have to admire the Dominicans, IT mean, this was 
terrific 8tuffl Any one of them could have made a fortune 
in Hollywood writing movie scripts if they hadn!t been 
married to Christ already, And they were damned good at 
what They were doing, Some Catholic prelate or other 
once gald of Catholic education: :- "Give me a child for a 
the first seven years of-his life; and he is mine forever," 
A bit of an' exaggeration, Perhaps), but the guy certainly 
had a point, 

I know the programming, the circuitry of fearful 
reaction, was. planted deep inside the wrinkled gray -:* 


= ] Sow 
matter encased by ny 8skull, an eschatological time bomb. 
hard wired with the precision of a Skinner box, I know 
this for gure, because one winter night the full moon 
rode the 8kies over Clegweland encircled: by a 80ft white 
halo, I didn't know what to make of it, but the next day 
ny s8choolchums drove me close to tears of fright with 


the idea that this was a Sign of the Last Days, 
Well, the world didn't end within the next couple 


of weeks and I gort of forgot about it, &4 couple of years 
later I took a science book out of the public library and 
learned that ring around the moon, unlike ring around the 
collar, is caused by the moon's reflected light passing 
through layers of transparent ice crystals high in the 


atmosphere, | 
Eaitor!s note: The Author eventually found that one 


of the most powerful antidotes to Millenialism is science, 
He nrges his readers to read all the s8cience they possibly 
can, real 8cience -=- which is not found in books about 
the earthquake generation, and Nostradamus, however big 


best 8ellers they may beg) | 
Z grew up 8omething of a rebel, and that is gomething 


TE believe is genetic with me, not programmed by outside 
agencies, becanse it has remained a constant im my personality 
over the years, Somewhere the Bible gays, "Rebellion 1s 

like unto the sin of witcheraft," and tt certainly turned 


out to be literally true for me, | 
By the time IT hit Jesuit high. 8chnoE 4u 1969, the ind 
of the World was no longer a »=-avnminant topic of discussion 


in theology class, ana tac nuns? programming remained 
burked away like a forgotten Kumny, and like thougands of 


young, rebellious men before meg, and no doubt thougands to 
Cuma, the paggions of adolescence and a pronounced gense 

Of dlozgreemment with too much of what the Church s8aid 

drove me to abandon Catholicism, 

The nuns had an interesting theory about rebellion 
against the Catholic Church, at least on the part of one 
roted rebel, They claimed Martir TIuther rebelled against 
toly Mother Church because of guilt over "touching himself 
in an impure manner," wich is num talk for masturbation, 

They may have been crazy as loons, but the Dominicans. 
did have a certain fingernail grip on Te,lity, and they 
had a. certain gubtle point here, whether they realized it 
or not, As Arthur Hlavaty once pointed out, there are two 
Sociological theories of masturbation, One is that everyone 
does it, The other theory holds that there are two people 


| OY = | Lc 
who aidwt, J, Edgar Hoover and Richard lixon, which explains 
why they Were 1ike that, 

One thing that distinguishes the Catholic religion 
from all other branches of Christianity is the constant -. 
emphasis on masturbation 4s a mortal s8in, Face it, boys, 
if you do it and get run over by God's foly Mack Truck 
before you can make it to confession,. well, you're just 
Damned to Hell for Eternity, and that!s all there is to 
Lt. So jnst take a cold shower or chop some wood or 
80mething. As a regult, I daresay there wasn'!t a teenager 
in any Catholic school who aidn!t carry a heavy load of 
guilt, It must be hell to be a Catholic priest and have 
to l1isten hour after hour in a datk, dusty confessional 
to embarrassed teen after embarrassed teen stammner about 
Ttouching himself or hereelf im an impure manner," 

Some kids, who probably didn!t_ have much of a knack 
for deep thought anyway, ignored it, : Some kids probably 
tried to g£lght the urge. to masturbate, Dutch boys with 
fingers in a moralistic dike to hold back those powerful 
testosterone Waves and probably drove themselves to an 
analog of nun eraziness doing it, Some probably guppressed 
everything and now face lifetime marriages unabIe to pertorm 
Sexually, A lot of this is stuff you!ll find in a wonderful 
—_, called \Binky Brown Meets the Blessed Virgin 

arys 

I didn't do any of those things, I started to rebel 
at the utter cruelty of this doctrine, Then IT started 
rebelling at other doctrines that made no sense to Wy 
and eventually left the Church for good, 

To rebel against Churew and Christianity was to get To 
me on a path: directly in conflict with my early programming, 
I had lit. the fuse on the i5chatolozical Time Bomb TIt 
was a very long fuse, but It cuaranteed a massIive exploslon 
Somewnere down The roads 


My parents, devout Catholics bot aidn!'t really know 
that by the time they 8ent me packing off to Michigan 
State University that I had ceased being a Christian in 
my heart, They gave me a lot of advice about finding a 
parish in tast Lansing to join and a Newman Club and all 
Sorts of things. to set me up as an oustanding Catholic 
ol age for life, TI did no such thing, I became a SCA 

' embraced 1ibertarianism as a philosophy, and in June 
1976 having found a religion I could agree with whoLle=- 
heartedly, I dedicated myseLlf as a Neopagan witch, 

It was als0o in the mid-708 that I s8tarted to become 


aware of a phenomenon, a profoundly disturbing phenomenon, . 
rumbling across the American —— —_ - distant 


brain, rumbling and ho ing ,59% LL Py PS "Ke {4PHgLrLe. 


my attention, Pat was a ous &. likeable Person, and 
we became cloge friends, Pat had been a music student 

at MSU and was 8till living in vast Lansing, teaching and 
working odd: jobs for the time being, She was a very 
petite lady, and was completely blind in. one eye and 


partially blind in the other, The blind eye had a s1ilvery, 
metallic sheen to it, but it was not unattractive, just 


gtriking, But the most interesting thing about her was 
her voice, Pat was an operatic coloratura goprano, which 
is the highest of all female voices, When she hit those 
top notes at a good volume, the fillings in your teeth 
would vibrate in sympathye Fe : 
TYou only love me for my voiceg" she joked once, | 
Pat was als0 a born again, fundamentalist Christian, 
I almost hesitated to s8ay that, because believe me, Pat 
was a truly likeable person, and I dare 8ay more pleagant 
ane tolerant of others than most non-fundamentalists, 
(She even tended to vote Libertarian,) In recent years 
Rev, Jerry Falwell and his ilk have really given born 
agains a bad name and a much worse reputation than most 
ef them degerve, Prior to the rise -of the Moral Majority 
and the wave of authoritarian Bible s8tudy chilts and such, 
most born agains were quiet, pleagsant people who took 
Christianity geriously and spent more time trying to live 
it than £occibly trying to convert others, Pat was far 
eloser in spirit to C0, S, Lewis than Jderry Falwell, 
Still, there were dayS.. Sometimes I'd drop in 
on her at her Burcham Drive apartment or run into her at 
a Friday night Tolkien club gathering and 8she*'d almost 
be shaking with fright over 8omething she!d read in the 
newspaper or heard on the radio, 


Shed babble gomething strange about how the ninth. 
nation has now joined the Puropean Economic ommunity: 
(EEC) and this was "the Nine' foreseen inthe Book of Revel=-. 
ations," Or there would be a report of 8ome terrorist 
hijacking in the Middle Ltast, and say it was a sign of the 
end coming, And 80 on, ES 
I was very curious and + yo. ii; 1isturbed at the 
game time, though for the life of me, I couldn't figure. 
out why, TI had a number of conversations with Pat on 
Long walks around campus and down East Lansing's tree-lined 
glide streets, and 8he had this entire scenario linking - 
current events to verses out of the Book of Revelations, 
particularly the final chapters, She was absolutely 
convinced that events in the Middle East in particular 
m_— all foresecn in that gtrange, obscure book in the 

Qs ES o 
"When the terrorists destroy the Temple at Jerusalem, 
that's when T'm going to get down on my knees and pray, 
because that will be the start of Armageddon,” she would ' 
SQ) e - 

Curlouser and curiouser, On a Christmas vacation 
back in Cleveland, I hauled out the family Bible and reae 
through Revelations, It was not very enlightening, As 
a guide to future history, Revelations £is at least as 
vague and obscure as anything written by Nostradamus or 
Crowley, Hell, I could get a clearer idea of what was 
going on by laying a Tarot spread! TI went back to East 
lansIng and argued with Pat that IT: 8simply couldn!t find _ 
anything but the vaguest tie in with newspaper headlines, 

She regponded by trying to explain specific phrases 
and verges from the Book, and to me they were pretty _- 
off-the-wall, far-fetched interpretations: of scripthres 


(T don't gee how it could be anything but; since the Bible 


on} Ow 

most of us read today is 8something like a fifth=hand 
translation from the original Aramaic, to Hebrew, to Greek, 
to Latin; to several incarnations of English,) Por example, 
ghe said, she pointed to a verse 8he 8a1id indicated all of 
the "coastlands% would be wiped out by what could be 
construed as e nuclear attacky and "coastlands" could 

be taken to mean "continents," TIT just couldn't gee how 

you could take YWcoastlands" for continents," And 80 on 
and 80 forth, | 

Now Pat by and: large wasntt a raving fanatical 8ort 

of person, In fact, she was gifted with an impish sense 

of humor and talent for practical jokes similar to mine 
(though quite a bit cleaner), This certainly wasn't coming 
across like a practical joke, and £4t didn't sound like 

The gort of thing Pat would invent, But Pat was a_'bit 
reticent to gay where 8she'd gotten this story from, 


You dien!t have to be the world's greatest investigative 
jJournalist to find out, Once: I started looking around 
and making discreet inquiries, I was finding references 
to this s8ort of Millenialist stuff all over campus, It _ 
was coming from a group called "Campus Crusade for Chgist," 
Campus Crusade for Christ was an aggressive, evangelistic 
organization dedicated to convert college 8tudents to born 
again, fundamentalism of the most intolerant, authoritarian 
gort, The gronp was founded by a character by the name 
of Hal Lindsay, once a hard=drinking, hard=living tugboat 
captain who "found Jeezus" and his fortune, as well, He 
had quite a good 8scam going, There were campus chapters 
all over the United States and a couple of other countries 
as well, and I. gather they raised quite a bit of casn 
in the process, | 
No doubt about it, Campus Crusade for Christ attracted 
gome of the most obnoxious people on campus, They used 
to buttonhole kids trying to make the mile and a half from 
Brody Hall to Chemistry in the 20 winutes between classes 
to regale them with that "Accept Jeezus now before it's _ 
too late" rap, Others would go door to door in the dorms, 
I Temember once during my freshmen year one of these ES 
Jokers came around to try to convert me and my Arab roommate, 
a devout Muslim, A1i pointed out, rightly from his point 
of view, that Jesus Christ is a great prophet and to be 
revered but, man, his message just wasn!t cumplete until 
Mohammad came along, This drove the poor gucker into a 
frenzy, whereupon Ali laughed like a whirling dereisnh, 
Another time the Campus Crusade got into this joint operation 


- ans. | Jo 
with the Gideons, makers of hotel room 2ibles everywhere, 
A couple thougand of them descended: upon the MSU campus, 
armed with.huge bags full of little, green-covered New: 
Testaments, And they stood at every building entrance, 
on every corner, at every walkway intersection and at 
dozens of gpots in between, and proceeded to thrust a 
New Testament at everyone passing by, 4s thoroughly 
obnoxious as this was, the day went by surprisingly with 
only 17 known public shouting matches of which only three 
ended up in fisticuffs, only three Campus Crusaders being 
pelted with New Tegtaments and only one run over by a - 
Speeding bicyclist, 

Most of the more tolerant of us were willing to put 
up With all of this -- freedom of religion, and all that, 
But the last straw was when posters for other religions 
Started disappearing from bulletin boards, and gomeone 
Spotted a Campus Crusader doing it, | 

The rest of us crazies started a poster campalgn 
of our own, particularly in the Tolkien FYellowship, Some 
TP!ers joined a conspiracy known as the "Zen Druids," ("Ve 
worship trees that arentt there,") Posters began' to appear 
around campus for the Campus Crusade for Cthuhlhu, ("IT Fn 
FOUND ME, " But the best poster. idea came from, as I recall, 
wacko computer jock John Painter, This was done up on 
faked Campus Crusade stationery, The poster urged all 
true Christians to gather at the Kalamazoo Street bridge 
and demonstrate their true faith by jumping into the Grand 
River, Por months thereafter, if you wanted to get a cheap 
laugh anywhere on the MSU campus, you just shouted, JUMP 
FOR JEEZUSY THAP FOR THE LORDY" 2 

Nowadays, It's eerie to look back at that, This stufſ - 
took place about five years before the incident at Jonestowmn, 
Guyana, where 8ome 900 followers. of ev, Jim Jones Leapt 
for the Lord and never came back, Life imitates art, - 

((Editor's note: As gome may have noticed by now, 
The author considers there to be two separate. gods with 
the same name, Jesus is the Gnostic Deity of Light : 

..**...*?. who shows the way to the inner divinity of all 

of us,» Jeegzus, on the other hand, is the redneck god of 
religious bigotry who is coming %o_your neighborhood 800n 
in order to destroy America for allowing fornicators to 
Fuck And Get Away With Its)) — 

Campus Crusade for Christ were the people through 
wiom Hal Lindsay first publicized his odd theories about 


The Baa of the World, Lindsay wrote a number of books 
that woula oventually become best sellers, like "The Late 
Great Planet Earth, and they were almost required reading 
for Campus Crugade members, (In this I suspect Hal learned 
a lesgon from the campus profs, for many of the profs 
the only way to get anyone to buy their books was to assign 
it as required reading for their students,) Needless to 
Says 1 never joined Campus Crusade for Christ, but I did 
PLCK up a couple of his books over the next couple of years 
and skimmed them, ; E 

Very nasty 8tuff, all of it, Somewhere along the 


= 


4 Bw 


line Gawd apparently revealed to Hal that he should pay 

more attention to apdcalyptic s8igns, And using the Book 

ef Revelations as a gsort of intuitive guide, Hal formulated © 
one of the nastiest future history. scenarios since Nehemiah 

Scudader, We are obviously living in the last times, he 


gaid,” because the works of Satan are on the rise everywhere, 


People are leaving the churches in droves, nobody respects 
the president, Satanic left-wingers want to appease the 


Great Beast of the Soviet: Union, movie theaters are filled 
with filth: and pornography, Satanic witcheoraft is out of 


the closet, and worst of all, people without benefit of 
marriage are allowed to FUCK AlD GuT AWAY WITH IT1I Lindsay 
dredged up what he considered Biblical prophecies foretelling 
the establishment of Israel in 1947, the rise of the 
European Common Market, : the massacre of athletes at the 
Munich Olympics in 1972, Nixon!s resignation, all manner 
ef! nongsense, | 

His s8cenario eventually called for the tens1ions 
between Israel and the Arab countries to escalate into 
an international conflict -=- which, admittedly, is a real 
posslLbility with or without Biblical justification, The 
world's armies would march on Israel to meet in a final 
terrible battle on Armageddon, This will lead to a nuclear 
exchange -=- Lindsay gleefully describes the destruction of 
guch sin pits as New York, Chicago and IA.-- and right when 
1t looks as if all life will be wiped out, Jeezus will 
intervene and establish His Kingdom on Parth, Immediately 
prior to all of this would be gomething called_the "Rapture® -- 
an event in which the few holy people Teft on bartns 
pregumably including Hal Lindsay, would betaken bodily 
into heaven 80 as not to. have to put up with all the 
unpleasntneas to follow, (Much later when this stuff 


| Y=- 
gained wider acceptance bumper 8stickers began appearing on 
cars announcing that come. the. Repture, you!d better watch 
out because the driver expects to be pulled up through the 
roof leaving a piece of machinery 00 PINES TY out of control 
on the s8treets, Pennsylvania fan Rick Brown once Suggested 
that fundamentalist Christilans should be denied driver's 
licenses on those grounds,) Fohlowing the establishment 
of Goa!s Kingdom at New Jerugalem, these fortunate 8ouls 
would return to tarth to rule in the name of Jeezus, Not 
a merciful shepherd Jeezus, either -=- There is no Toom 
for dissent when you are dissenting against Fod, after all, 
If Hal-Lindsay were right, he'd | 
be .suncceeding where Genghis 
Khan, Napoleon and Hitler had 
failed, 

The book EF found most. 
pergonally offensive was a 
1ittle number called "Zatan 1s 
Alive and Well on Planet 
Earth,” Lindesay's diatribe 
against witcheraft and The 
occult, In it he repeats all 
the old lies about witches 
being Satanists right out of 
Malleus Malificarum, and accuses 
Neopagans of being in league 
with the Antichrist, (By the 
way, Lindsay claims to know who 
the Antichrist is, He is 
alive and living: in some 
European country, Lindsay 82yse, 
no doubt masterminding the 
anti-nuclear movement, _ Hal does 
not name names, however, The 
Antichrist presumably knows the 
1ibel laws as well as anyone 
else, ) 

Hone of this stuff would. be 
terribly impressive by itself, 
But the 8cary part is that 
Lindsay doeasn!t limit himself to 
making dire predictions, In the 
books he gives suggestions to 
good Christians everywhere on 
how to Make It Happen, Elect 
all the religious fanatics you 
can to pelitical office, 
rekindle the arms race, support 
Egrael on everything no matter 
how: wild. and crazy its leaders 
get, etc,, etc., etces 

That g8nhook me, It ghook me 
80 badTy that I d4id what I often 
do when gomething frightens me 
That mach, TIT guppressed Il, LI 
made mys&1f forget about it, 


w2Oe 

LT am told by gome that this is not the healthiest thing 

. to do from a mental. health standpoint, However, it does 
\help me keep my mind functioning at times when it needs 


to functLong 


The years passed, I took a sheepskin from Michigan 
State and headed out into the wide world of amnall town 
Journalism, TIT became more active in fandom, TI found 
Pagan coveners to circle with in the Chicago area, Iy. 
gex life materialized out of nothingness, By any reasonable 
gtandards, my life was going successfully, and TI wholeheartedly 
agreed, 

FIvery once in a while a hint of that Scary Stuft 
would appear on the horizon, ("White man come, many 
wagons, Killum red mang") A bunch of hellfire evangelists 
held a little publicized meeting in Washington to discuss 
how to take political control and re-establish "morality," 
"What can a bunch of wacko hellfire evangelists do?" L 
told myself, And as I began: to travel more back and forth 
across the Midwestern plains, late some nights I'd pick up 
Some backwoods radio station in places like Saginaw Or 
Kokomo or Fond qu Lac and there!d be gome Rev, Billy Bob: 
tootin! and hollerin! that Hal Lindsay Stuff, Generally, 
Ze tua the dial. real fasts, 

-1 was getting pretty good at ignoring this kind of 
cYaP, But 8starting gome time in 1979 it began getting 
harder and harder to ignore, 

_ At. the end of 1979 a different gort of religious 
fanatic was well=represented among students Whe::s8tormed The 


U.S, Embassy in Tehran and usea 50 Americans for a 444=-day 
media event, Suddenly every right wing crank that ever 


naunted a corner bar or honkytonk came out of the closet, 
Screeching for Jimny Carter to 
Took the iyatollah,” Things 
got worse rYapidly, The next 
month the Soviets rolled into 
AtFghanistang, apparently anxious 
to experience their own version 
of Vietnam, Jimny then 
reiterated his "Carter 
doctrine,” which essentially 
Stated that If the godless 
Russkles make any threatening- 
moves toward the Persiar Gulf, 
The U,S, of &, will retaliate 
by blowing up the world, 

I8nlt it nice to know how 
much your government cares for 
you? All of a 8udden the world 
Seemed a much different kind of 
place, a nasty, hostile place 
that 1s likely to kill you at 
any moment, The newspapers 
were becoming increasingly 
uncomfortable to read, And some 
childhood programming. buried 
deep in my neurons began to send 


8ignals into the more conscious portions of my braing | 

As the winter of 1980 wound into spring, I began to 
Sense an mminous change in popular thinking, People weren't 
convinced that there is any such thing as a future any 
mere, People in the bars and on the talk shows started 
talking about nuclear war as something absolutely inevitable, 
Survivalism gtarted becoming a hot topic in. the media — 
the chic thing to dv -oemed to be to lay away a year's 
gupply of dried_ food and ammunition in some cabin in the 
__ woods 8omewhere, All the popular music gseemed to be 
echoing New: Wave gloom and doom, I traveled to Marcon 
in Columbus, Ohio, and 80 were the fans at the convention, 
normally among the most optimistle people in America, 
I Tried to argue against this, but it was like trying to 
argue against a Club of *ome computer printout, Fven 
among Pagans, the idea of going off to the wilderness to 
gurvlive Started taking hold, Circle, a Pagan group based- 
in. Madison, started making noises about "Circle Sanctuary, " 
SUpPpesedly a Pagan retreat in the Wisconsin countryside, 
but 8ounding vaguely like a geurvivalist camp the more they 


gald, And I started hens 1 prophecies from 8s ome Pagan 


geeress in Dallas who said Goddess is pissed off at the 


human. race for polluting the biosphere, and therefor she 
was gending wars andnatural disas ers to mankind, "for 


only when the last vestiges of man's accursed technology 
are g8wept away" would the "new age" begin when all the 
good little witches would live in perfect MORE with 
Mommy Larth, 

That kind of s tuff made my skin crawl, ALIl it takes 
is gome s8simple arithmetic to figure out that without _ 
modern technology, most people simply wouldn!t survives 
Was I part of a religion: advocating the genocide of a 
couple of billion people, in its: om way as bad as the 
Christian millenialists? 

Every day I thank Goddess for cards” where the 
Neopagans have a much more sensible attitude about technology. 

Hal Lindsay' was appearing more and more frequently in 
my consciousess, too, He was buying five minute 8pots on 


cable TV where he would interpret this or that headline in 
the light of Revelations, (Or the darkness, if you prefer, ) 
Once a week Tid-stop at the Hall of Cards and Books at . 
Fairplain Plaza, where they pos ted a list of best-sellers, 
and Honest Hal was right up there with gome book or other 
every week, His latest book targeted 1982 as the end, EE 
Things were getting increasingly difficult to suppress. 
Late in the 8pring I picked up a copy of Rolling — 
which featured an article about a &trange new cul 
in New York, It 8eems this housewife in Queens was "Tobias 


O 


hav 
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had a V-94900435 7! 


Wow! ] coul 


IS a. 
monthly visions from the Bleed” Virgin Mary, (Please 
hold the menstruation jokes,) B.V.M., was apparently 
crying her eyes. out about what: her Son was about to do 
to the world, Jeezus, you 58ee, was extremely pissed-at 
the rampant illicit gex, dope 8moking, rock and roll, 
missing Mass on Sunday, free s8speech and press, occult: 
gtuff, video games, and all of the other 8orts of' things 
perverts like me consider to make life worthwhile, So, 
you 8ee, Jeezus was going to make Armageddon start 8ome 
time in 1982, Nuclear war, plagues, natural disasters, 
the ugual gtuff, Anyone who isn!t holy enough (in a smmse 
that would make Phyllis Schlafly!s morality seem libertine 
by comparison) and who manages to survive into 1985, the 
visilon continued, would be granted a vision of their owmn 
gouls, and the vision would be 80 horrible that mosZ of 
them would- die of fright and immediately go to Hell, 

Fa8n!t that a dandy scenario? 

The alleged Blessed Virgin Mary had a very nasty 
twist, You 8ee, this particular vision constantly warned 
of an: international conspiracy of Satanists to conquer the 
world, destroy Christianity and pave the way for the rule 
of the Antichrist, This international conspiracy has a 
name, TITt!s called "Wicca," ({The Rolling Stone article 
kept printing up the word as W,I,CoC.ks, reminiscent gf 


DO ei LoRoSoHe and SPEC. ToR.D, from Tan Fleming!'s wonderful 
James Bond novels, This eventually inspired me to declare 
that W,I.C.Coheo. 8tands for Witches In Conspiracy to 
Corrupt. America,” ) | 

The effect of the article was not easy to guppress -=- 
it took 8everal days, in fact, . (T had to vow to 8hop 
buying Rolling Stone in the end,): This was worse than 
the Hal Lindsay Stuff to me, Hal, after all, was a Protestant 
in the grand old American redneck tradition, His books: 
devote a lot of g8pace to denouncing "Pagan Catholicism", 
in fact, But this stuff out of New York was Catholic 
millenialism -=- and the programning of your chITdhood 
religion never entirely leaves you, The fact that this 
was not accepted by the Catholic authorities as an authentic 
visLon wasn't convincing -- it took them many years to 
accept Fatima as a genuine Catholic miracle, (As88uming 
1t wasn't a: case of mass: hallucination,) In fact, just 
1ike Fatima, the news was creating a new cult, attracting 
thougands of people in blue berets to the old Unisphere.. 
on Long Ig8land, The magazine reported that one doubter, 

a 801dier based at Norfolk, Va,, had the Blessed Virgin 
Secretly whisper to him the code for launching a nuclear 
attack, bo, | 

It was in June 1980 that the control I had over my 
head cracked like: the pillars they chained Samson tos : 
Oddly Enough, it wasn!t anything particularly religious, 
Lt was a phone call from I& fan Lee Ann Goldstein, Lee 


Ann is a breathtaking woman with a sharp mind, sensuous 
nature and. wickedlLy putrid 8ense of humor, Ihe PYOgrams 


-— 


computers for Lockheed in Burbank, She is also Jewish 
and therefore never paid much heed to that Millenaalist 

eraps, Lee Ann and IT first made acquaintamee in the pages 
of MISHAP); 'a Detroit-based APA that neither of us belongs 


ah, > 


to any more and liked what we read of each other, We 
finally met face-to-face at Minicon in April 1980, and E: 
it was lust at first sight, Love was not long in following, 
_ RT 8 T7737 1 Weld been exchanging 
expensive phone calls' back and forth since then, 
Lee Amn was very, very upset. -- and she wanted to 

talk to me because, among other reasons, journalists have 
a lot of contacts around and can get hold of information 
very quickly, 

Lee inn had just finished talking to a friend of hers 
Zrom the FEast Coast, 4 friend of his, {in turn, is a janitor 
or gomething menial like that in the Pentagon (The iive- 
faced funny farm, Arthur Hlavaty calls it), Said flunky 
was cleaning an office deep in the bowels of the Citadel 
oF Death when he ran across this top secret military and 
political analysis, According to this paper, world tenstons 
were approaching 8ome kind of peak, and World War III was 
highly probable, In fact, it was likely to. happen some 
tine before the end of July. 1,5, forces can expect _ 
between two and four hours of warning at most,” it said, 

Two hours, assuming civilians would get that much 
notice, would put Lee Ann on the other s8side of the >an 
Gabriels, Not that it would do her much good,since that!'s 


where Edwards Air Force Base and a bunch of other mg. 
egtablishments are located, Anyone in and around IA woul 


likely fry very gulckly, No wonder- Lee Ann was UPSEt, 
"You didn't gound very pleased," Tee Ann recalls, 
LI wasn't, TI was at least as upset as Lee Ann was, Almost 
trantically, T contacted a Pagan acquaintance in the Chicago 
area, & man who had been involved in military (alleged) - 
_ intelligence in the past and talked to him about it, He. 
quickly tried to reassure me that this stuff gounded like 
TScenario writing," a process that has been going on since 
we became a nuclear power in 1945 in. which a bunch pf 
| Pentagon eggheads Sit 
down and try to conecoet 
the worst possiIble political 
and military gcenario for 
+ UPpconing months, This has 
44; the advantage of keeping 
»L-— our military forces. prepared 
for the worst possilble 
events that could befall 
us, and besides, it's 
always a nice, pleasant 
gurprise for the Chiefs of 
Staff when, as usual, 


things turn out not to 
have been quite as bad 


as he scenarlo writers 
make them out to be, 
LI aid not find this: terribly 
convincing or comforting -—- 
Z It certainly made the 
DG Uhiefs of Staff. out to 
-be a buneh of flaky neurotics, 
TBesides," he said, Yyou 


wo Do 

Shouldn't wouzzy about it too mucn, because of nuclear war. 
does. happen, you probably wontt be around long enough. to 
cares" Thanks a lot, buddy... 

Within a couple of days, I had to acknowledge that 
any pretense of control was gone, IT was living with fear 
constantly gnawing at wy gut, and nothing would make it 
£2 aways It was terrible, couldnTt "op My pertTormance 
a e Herald-Palladium was suffering, TI kept picturing 
mushroom clouds, Benton Harbor was not a likely nuclear 
target (if you really wanted to do 8ome damage to. the 
U.Se, you!d probably want to leave someplace like Benton 
Harbor standing), but Chicago certainly was and the prevailing 
winds are from the west across Lake Michigan, I calculated 
how long it would take fallout to reach this shore, Two 
hours at most, I figured, I read in the newspaper that 
a 10-megaton flash over: central Chicago would cause permanent 
blindness 90 miles away, in Milwaukee the article said, 


in Benton Harbor, I translated, | 
| Only three: years later 


Gs; { It's hard to imagine how 
realistie and immediate 
all of this seenmeds ust 


two months earlier Jimmy 
Carter haal come dammed 


close to setting the world 
SJ aflame by staging a Marx 
- Drothers comedy in the 
-{ } Tranian desert, (New 
__.York fan Danny Lieb2rman 
2 later commented that, "Tf 
Ronald Reagan starts World 


i War III, at least he won't 
\/\\ QCO LT With 30 men and 
I\36 helicopters,) Investigative 


time in October to help 
him get re-elected, The 
+ vehemence of the Carter 
V\ adminietration!s denial 
WA 22G vieilousness of 
IR their remarks about Andergsonfts 
Journalistic talents and 
_ character led me to 8suspect 
//- the guy was probably om bo 
gomething, 
A couple of weeks 
after Lee Ann's call, 
the gouth Chicago covens 
held a weekend-long gunner 
golstice. gathering at a 


lj campground in northwest 
Wi Tna ana, TI had the weekend 


off from work and attendeds 
_ Saturday afternoon when no 


Boi 83 


DG 
one was watching, a four-year=-01d girl, daughter of one 
of The couples, decided to take a gwim in. the lake and 
drowned, It was a chilling thing to happen, to say the 
least, when 8ome of the Baptists encamped on the other 
Sgide of the lake were heard to mutter about. a judgment 
from Gawd against Satanic witcheraftt, I was very deeply 
disturbed and eventually talked it out with Dana Morgan, 
a young. witch wise beyond her years, then from Chicago 
Heights, TIT wondered if maybe the fundamentalists weren!t 
right about all this stuff 80 maybe I 8should join them 
SO as not to be on the losing s1ides Z 

Would that bring her back?" Dana asked, 

She had a point, Later that evening the gronp held 
a profoundly moving memorial circle for the child, playing 
With the Wiccan imagery of sending her 8oul off to Summerland, 

But that is8n!'t what gaved my 8anity for the time _ 
being that weekend, It was corny as hell, but love did, 
That weekend began my 8ix=-month love affair with: Elizabeth, 
a young woman about my age from Hammond, Indiana, She 
was a petite woman, very, Mediterranian in appearance, with 
Long, curly, black hair, olive skin and brilliant eyes 
of 8hiny, dark chocolate, (This is not surprising, since 
her father is Austrian and her mother Spanish -=- Elizabeth! s 
appearance and tastes are very Luropean,) : She had a body 
which, in the words of Robert Anton Wilson, would make 
a bishop kick a hole in a stained glass window, She didn't 
Look at all like Lee Ann, but her pergonality was gomewhat 
g81nilar -- a highly s8enguous natures | 45-408 intelligence, 
eclectic tastes in music and food, and a wacky sense of 
humor that would. have been right at home on the staff of 
National Lampoon, IT: fell completely head: over heels, ; 
| TE was a torrid, passionate, intense, limits-be-damed. 
atfailr of the gort they Still write songs about centuries 
later, (Extreme limerance, Kris Kampmann would call its). 
It was the 8ort everyone should experience, at least oncesg 
the kind where even today when T''m sitting in HI!s Saloon 


or gome 8,f, convention conguite and I spot a woman who 
Looks like Elizabeth my heart 8kips a couple of beats and 
T wonder if T'm on the threshold of the proverbial acid 
flashback, Al] 8umner ang, T4 be driving down to Hammond 
and we'd run all over the Chicago area, or 8he'd drive up 
to Benton Harbor and wed be off combing through the 
gouthwestern Michigan countryside, We constantly stimulated 
each others! sexual imaginations, Once we hiked through a 
mile of woods and giant sand dunes to reach. a generally 
deaerted beach at Grand_ Mere Nature Preserve near Stevensville 
on a hot July afternoon, _ Elizabeth asked me to rub some 
guntan lotion on her back, Before long we had our bathing 
guits off and were starting to express our natural instincets, 
when a cabin cruiser came roaring by about 50 yards offsnore 
in Lake Michigan, Quickly we ran behind a small dune and 
jumped back into our guits, As we emerged from behind the 
dune, the boat came back, this time traveling very slowly,s 
We waveds , : | 
Of course, the fear never went away entirely, either, 
Love just made it possible to live with, The world didn!t 


ww Jo ; 
blow up by the end of July, much to Lee Ann's relief, 
but there were 8till plenty of sinister goings on, Pheonix. 
Fan Leslie David was recalled into the U,S, Army for reasons 
ghe couldn!t:really explain at the Time, This was very 
Shortly after T4 read an AP dispatch quoting some . borm: 
again type who was enlisting into the Army 80 he could 
"Jo my duty. as a Christian and fight in the Battle of 
Armageddon,” A group of religioug fagcists right out: of 
HeinleT m#'s future history geries, the Moral Majority, 
was making headlines almost daily with political muscLle 
flexing and wild claims by Fuhrer Jerry Falwell about a 
Sunday audience of 150 million viewers for his evangelistic 
hour, claims that the Moral Majority would run the nation 
after the 1980 elections and purify it for Jeezus, The 
Neopagan community was convinced it would be the first 
target, Here come the Burning Times again, In September 
Falwell announced that all real Christians would vote for 
Ronald Reagan for president, : 

TtTeezus wants Amurrica to have a strong defense against 
godless communiesm,"” Falwell crowed with'a fanatical gleam 
in his eye, "Gawd loves the MX missile,*® 

_ T generally managed to keep my fears hidden out of 
a Mr, Spock-like stoic pride, but souetimes I wasn"'t too 
guccessful, At the Worldcon that year in Boston, IT roomed 
in the Sheraton with a bunch of Frefanzine members (an APA 
for libertarians) in a room overlooking a red brick fire 
Station across Boylston Street, One night about 5 acne, 
as is won't to happen at fire stations, the station siren 
began to wail, WAir raid siren!” flashed across my brains 
ronging me instantly from gleep, Now, if you think logically 
about it, a nuclear attack would not * likely be preceded 
by air raid s8irens, But a lifetime of programming from 
World War IT movies s8et in England and rock albums from 
the psychedelic era have given an entire generation an 
agSg0clation with air raid sirens just before the bombs ; 
Start to fall, I started exhibiting classic panic s8ymptoms, 
Fortunately New York fan Giani Siri, staying in the room 
that night, grabbed me and got me calmed down long enough 
for the rational brain to take over and remind me what 
was. really going on, - ("You used to live next door to a 
fire station in Capac, remember? You used to call up the 
village manager to bitch when 8ome kids would set off a 
fire alarm at 3 am,, remember?" ) 

OF course, I confided a lot of the turmoil going on 
insIide of me to Elizabeth, about Hal Lindsay and the 
WoToCoCol, congspiracy cult. and all those visions of Hellfire 
planted by the Dominicans long agos : 

"No, it's not like that," Elizabeth said, She recalled 
as nystical experience 8shet'd had at a relative!s funeral 
1n which s8he had a vision of what $she believed her aunt 
was experiencing, "Tt was: the most beautiful thing I'd 
ever felt," Elizabeth said, and proceeded to: describe 
Something very 8similar to the stuff described ir "SCIINTISTS 
FIND PROOF OF LIFE AFTER DEATH!" articles comnonly found in 
Supermarket tabloids, Part of me wanted very much to | 
believe that, But of course, you have to die to find out 
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With any ar and I wasn't-c-. 
quite ready to' do that just yer, 

Ag it was, our relationship 
was gstarting to guffer, L 
really 8hould have foreseen this 
happening, After all, I'd Deen 
reading Playboy and: other men's 
ines Tor years, and all of 
them had repeatedly talked 
about how women going through 
divorce, a time of terrible 
Sgtress, "often latch onto a man 
outside of the marriage for a 
Supportive rYelationship snhe 
needs to help her get by, Such 
relationships are often quite 
Intense and passionate, as ours 
was, but once the time of 
gtress is over, 80 is The new- 
relationship, Intellectually, 1 
new this, but did I listen to: 
my Tntelligence centers? Hell, 
no! TIT have since learned that 
men rarely do, particularly not 
the Tirst time they get into 
that s8ituation, 

tlLizabeth let me know she 
wanted to end the relationsnip 
on a visit to Hammond right at 
the beginning of November,: It 
was a brief and quiet talk, no 
fighting or gshouting or 
hysterics, Someone with an ego 
as big as mine doesn!t doesntt 
believe in making an ass of 
_himsel1f by begging or pleading, 
(T bet women in general would be 
a lot happier if more men 
thought that way,) And IT knew 
deep down that It was time to 
make an end, anyway, We parted 
on £00d- termB, Of course, Lt 
hurt like hell as I arove the 70 


miles back to Benton Harbor, 
So it hurts,” IT thought in Howard Roark Ffashions T.Tough 


_ » 

That Llast phrase became quite literally true within a 
couple of days. Monday, the day before Election Day 1 
could feel myself coming down with something unpleasant, 
running a low grade fever, That's not enough to keep me 
home off the job -- in general, I will stay home from 
work If I am incapable of getting out of beds 

That night IF was assigned to cover a meeting of the 
Economic Club of Southwestern Michigan, The speaker was 
Some Wall Street analyst. who was going to tlk about investment 
gtrategies for the 19808, The Lconomke Club meets over 
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dinner at +ho P-ombo :r24VOT Ramada Inn, Given the quality 
of the kitchens there, that's a risky proposition, They 
3erved up a huge slab of prime rib, vegetables: and potatoes 
in g8ome kind of cream 8sauce, and a tall, gooey, mint ice 
cream parfait to top it off, Unwisely, I ate this, My 
body let me know about it right away, Through sheer will 
power I held my natural processes in check through the_speech 
and long enough to get the 8speaker to pose for a photo, 
Then £t was into the rest room as quick as my legs could 
.carry me: and I upchucked the contents of my gut into a 
waiting porcelain receptacle, Want to know how to empty 
a crowded men's room Teal fast? 

Stomach flu- is a nasty, unpleasant Thing that L 
wouldn't wish on an enemy, 8gome days not even on U,S., 
Rep, Mark Siljander, All night IT couldn't get off of _ 
the can for 10 minutes without having: to run back againg 
When I tried to force myself to sleep, the results on the 
bedgsheets were embarrassing as hell, T wound up not | 
Sleeping all night, and by dawn was feeling pretty dehydrated, 
I called in sick to work and then called the doctor, He 
Suggested that if I could get away from the bathroom long 
enough, T should go directly to Osco Drugs and pick up a 
bottle of foul-tasting stuff called Parapectolin, This 
Should be taken for a day at the rate of a couple of tablespoons 
every four hours, TI should also spend the rest of the day 
fasting, he 8aid, : 

O8co opened at 8 am, and I rushed right dom, The 
pPharmacist made me sign out for it, After I read the 
contents label I discovered why —- the stuff contained an. 
opium derivative, "This should be interesting,” I thought, 
It wasn!t, The stuff was about as hallucinogenic as Pepto 
Bismol, : But It got my bowels under control within a couple 
of hours, and IT even managed a couple of hours of fitful 
gleepse L called the editor to say I'd be: able to work 
ZLection Night, as schedudbeds 

JUST about every journalist knows about the ritual: 
of LLection Night, You sit around and wait for regults, 
and you know damn well that you will get no sleep because 
all of this has to be written up for: 10 a,m, deadline, 
T was operating on very little s8sleep, but I wasn't terribly 
worried, 1 had a bottle of amphetamines to keep me going, 
after all, 

The night quickly grew gurreal as hell, TV and radio 
announcers choking on a Reagan landslide, Every well-knowm 


religious crank came on the air to cackle in glee about 
how their boy was going to restore 01d-time Christian 
morality and Lead the nation on 'a holy jihad against the | 
godless commies, TI began to think seriously about how @ 
much ITtq need for a downpayment on a cabin in northerrr 
Michigan, 7 : 
After 10 am, deadline, the city editor told the 
bunch of us to go home, I tried to sleep for a few hours 
and couldn't -- I wasn't ready to come down that far yet, 
I 8pent the day reading; cooking since my Stomach could 
handle light food again, and in the evening took in a 
rovie, TI don!t remember what it was, gome forgettable 
comedy or other, 
That night as I lay in bed trying unguccessfully to 
gleep at about 11 pme, my brain exploded, The nuns® 
programming had finally caught up to me, The eschatological: 
time bomb, The dark night: of the 8oul, Physical exhaustion, 
flu, : opiates, amphetamines, a year of horror on the network 
nevs, emotional stress, and some subtle neurochemical 
__ nearly 20 years earlier had brought me 
to this point, : ; 
A wave of deep, overwhelming despair washed over mes 
There were horrifying visions -- fiery mushroom clouds 
over Benton Harbor, s8cenes of Briarwood Apartments cracking 
and ghattering like an egg hit with a ,45-caliber slug, 
a wrathful golden Jeezus riding the clouds, gaping pits 
opening in the Larth to a glowing inferno,ess 
Whether this went on for a few geconds or as long as 
15 minutes I couldn't really tell, But my higher: circuits ® 
knew I needed help fast, I stumbled to the phone, frantically 
ailaling the number for: my coven priestess in Kalamazoo, 
Prilestess Sue answered, and from voices I could hear in 
the background, TI: could tell Dana Morgan was there, too, 
Tt, hi, Sue, its dg" I said in my calmest It, 
Spock imitation, "TIT geem to have run into a bit of a 
problem here," * 
Sue later 8aid that TI sounded calm and in control, but 
ghe could also pick up a hint of hysteria beneath it, 
She and Dana immediately started ground all the negative 
Tearful energy pouring at them over 47 miles of Michigan 
Bell wires, Sue knows me very well and knows. how my head 
tieoks, She put all the magick 8he could into her woice and 
appealed to my brain's powerful analytical circuitry, She 
urged me to be a scientist and stand outside myself taking 
notes, This seemed to work and I gradually calmed downs 
Due advised me to make 8ome hot:tea and honey and 
81tT down for a while with a soothing, comforting book, 
I followed the advice and. pulled Adam Smith's The Wealth 
of Nations from the shelf, Eventually I slept, © 
But I had been given the warning, I knew IT had to | 
do something, somethirg very 8serious and heavy... _ Otherwise, 
I was going to lose my sanity, my world, or both, 


Millenialism may be as old as human thought, perhaps ® 
dating back to the time 8 ome o1d half-ape felt a disquiet 
about what would happen to the world now that those crazy=ass 


youngsters were messing around with that dangerous fire 
crap instead of eating their carcasses raw as God NO 
doubt intended, 

Back 8ome 800 or 80 years before Christianity, a 
dour old congervative named Hesiod wrote poetry while 
trying to grub a living from rocky 8oil, One of his gongs 
which 80 enchanted the Greeks dealt with the Wages of 
Many" gtarting with the "Golden Age" when people were 
perfect and good and beautiful, and life was joyful, and 
the Earth provided her rich bounty g80 that no one had to 
de any work, and 80 Os But, of course, they all died, 

Then came the Silver Age. when people were generally WOrSe 
util they ialEl:died;. too, Then came the Bronze Age and 
people were even worse, and this time they all killed 
each other in wars, And.on and on until the present ages, 
when people are 80 awful that it's hardly s8peakable, 5So 
you might as well accept that things are never going to 
get any better, just worse and worse until the human race 
comes to a well-deserved bad. end and the gods won't have 
to put up with them any more, 

&As Robert Graves pointed out in The Greek Myths 
Hesiod certainly is a pessimist, AndNIs © =" +" PREP® 
a certain blend of congervatism and pessimism That you 
can find time and again in history and can be found nearly 
everywhere todays 

It goes gomething like this: When IT was a child, 
everything was well-ordered and good, and: everything worked 
all Tight, and people kept to their place, and if everyone 
wasn!t always happy, at least most of us were satisfied, 
But you ungrateful young turks, with your fancy NowTangled 
ideas and your insolent, 4isrespectful ways, YOu” re wrecking 
everything I ever grew up to believe in and you!lre turning 
the world upside down, If you keep this awful stuff up, 
why I!11 bet we!ll all be headed for-disaster, and then 

ouw?11l 8ee! (Anticipatory chortle suppressed here,) Why, 
$ITTT be The Ind Of: The Worliad! : 

And in a sense, they're right, It is the end of the 
world, . . their: world Nothing goes unchanged forever in 
this Universe, not even human nature, No one ever rYecaptures 
the world of _—_ childhood, The most forward-looking of 
us run with open arms to embrace the future, And the | 
most backward=looking of us fight to stop the moSt forward 
looking, 

And 80 goes the 04.8 TOEY of the human race, 

The Greeks weren!+t the only ones wWLtTh end of the 
world myths, You!1il find more in the ancient Hindu and 
Buddhist scriptures, among the Zoroastrians and others, 

But the mythology that most directly influences our own 
culture is the Judeo=-Christian mythology, And It is perhaps 
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the most Millenialist of all religious systems, and to a 
large extent, the embodiment of conservative-pessimist 
Thoughts, ® 

- Judaism has always had a streak of Millenialiem in 
It, with the idea of the Messſah returning: some day to 
make the world right for his Chogen People, and to answer 
all those difficult questions posed by the complexities 
of Jewish law, But the Jews have always been a practical 
people, and generally don't dwell on that much or on what 
happens after death, The important thing is The Law and 
Living right in the here and now, since that!s what we 
&Ll have to do, anyway. | 

But while Judaism tended to bFush eschatology off as 

irrelevant, the Christians took a great delight and reveled 
in it, Perhaps this was inevitable, You don't have to 
read between the lines of the Gospels long enough before 
you realize that Joshua ben Joseph set out wery deliberately 
to fulfill every prophecy he possibly could, and the Gospel 
writers are reminding you nearly every other verse about 
this or that Messianic prophecy out of the 014 testament 


fulfilled, 
| uive fulfilled all: the prophecies so what's 


-DO NOW, YO 
uext, THE VWIT7dH HIfdfl{ You. gee, Tiberius still rules 
in Rome, they're gonna raise our taxes again next year, _ 
and things don't seem to have improved noticeably at all, 
 ATe you sure youtre the Messiah? : 
What: you need here is a new 8et of prophecies, 590 
Jegus tells his followers, having a strong sense of political 


reality, that sure the spawn of the evil one down in 
Jerugalem are going to kill me, but T'm comin! back! And 
this time no gcrewing around riding donkeys across the 
Golan Heights or What haye you, this time there!s going to 
be Majesty and Power and a Great Reckoning, accompanied by 
Trumpets, Symbals and signs in the heavens, 


Ip AZ : 
JeSUS got quite Panesful With his "wars and rumor 
of wars" and "the stars falling from heaven,” But some 
of the visionaries who came after pulled out all the 8tops., 
For 'the century after Jegus died, there were any number 
Christian prophecies floating around, The one the Church 
finally accepted for incorporation: into the Bible was a 
get of vivid fever dreams attributed to St, John when 
he was exiled on some island 8omewhere, which eventually 
became known as the Book of Revelations, Even today it 
makes inspired: reading, highly imaginative and comparable, 
to me at least, to the best of Omer Khayyam, You could 


think of it in terms of an early example of speculative 
Zietion at its best, #: | 

Ir the first century C.Z,, the imminence of the 
ESschaton was something very real and powerful to the 
early Christian commmity, the same_ as for me in 1980, 

Like maybe 8g8ome time next week, St, Paul had to go 80 
far as to write to the community at Thessalonika in: Greece 
and warn them not to pay attention to those clowns 1ike 
Halleus Lindsius and others who were just trying to make 

a profit from 8caring the bejeezus out of them, When the 
Romans razed Jerusalem in the year 70, the Christians 
figured the #nd was going to happen any time now, since. 
all of These prophecies did talk about a "New Jerusalem, " 

But the end didn't happen, And Christian leaders | 
finally ffigured that it wasnt!t likely to in their lifetimes, 
g80 They gtarted building a more permanent structure for 
the Propagatiun ovf the Faith, .- 

After Marcus Aurelius died gome time around 180, the: : 
Roman impire started falling apart -- barbarian invasione. 
magsive civil disorders, widespread plagues, ooonvulde _ 
chaos, And that signaled the next round of Millenialism, 
When times are bad and headlines tena to reinforce the 
congervative=-pessimist way of thinking, people will generally 
turn to belief systems that both reinforce their preconceived 


notions of whaib 1s going and offers comfort at the same times 
tx the 5rd century C,E, Christianity grew from. just another 
-1Ittle cult to the major religion on the gcene, In the 
end there was a Christian emperor and the Christians ran 
E£rOPEes 

For mogst of the next thousand years and some time 
beyond that, Millenialism went local, When nobody in the 
village traveled more than 20 miles from home, the idea 
of the "end of the world" was 0 inconceivable as to be 
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virtually meaningless,» But the Saxons or the Horse or 
what have you living over the next ridge weren't meaningless 
at all, and they made an excellent Boogeyman to frighten 
people into behaving, St, Augustine told the homans that © 
the Huns and the Vandals and all those other barbarians 
were a judgement from God for letting people Fuck and Get 
Away With. It, In the 15th century, the mad Dominican | 
Savonarola turned the City of Florence from a progressive 
Showplace of the wonders of the mind into a cheerless, 
puritanical version of Renaissance 1984, His sermons were 
Millenialist, but spoke not of the end of the world, but 
the end of Florence, a much more territying idea to your 
average Florentine at the time, 

- The idea of universe destruction never faded entirely 
away, though, There was a flurry of it shortly before the 
year 1000, which was certainly a nice round number to end 
the world at, Some church fathers saw the schism at 
Constantilnople as a sign of the Llast Days, but a stronger 
wave of Millenialism occurred in the 14th century when 
Europe was devastated by wars and the Black Plague, This 
Zime you had a direct link between the Book of Revelations 
and Turmoil in the Middle tast, You can take everything 
Hal Lindsay 8ays about the Arab-Israeli conflict today 
and find a close parallel with: the events of the Crusades 
of the 153th and 14th centuries, except that instead of _ 


Arab vs, Israelis, the conflict is Chrigtian vs, Noslem, 
Hal Lindsay, : in other words, hasmn't really come up with 


anything new, and you can trace back a lot of the commonly 
teld doctrines of Millenialists today to the bloody end 


of The Middle Ages, 
Indeed, a pattern clearly emerges, Millenialist 


gentiment always Seems to peak during times of upheaval 

and violent change, People see the old ways they!ve grown 
up with being replaced by arrogant, disrespectful, 'sinful" 
new ways and they're powerless to stop the tide of history, 


And in their inability to take responsibility for controlling 
events as best they can, they fantasize the coming of a 
wrathful Deity to put the world out of its miserys 

You can gee this happening over and over again into - 
modern times -- at the siege of Munster in the 16th century, 
among the Fifth: Monarchy fanatics during the Cromwellian 
Revolution in tngland, among the German Pietists during 
the disastrous wars of thei7th and 18th centuries, 

Millendalism in modern times is a radical Protestant 
phenomenon, and it couldn't help but be transported across- 
the Atlantic to this country, America is a Puritan nation, 
a havew for the radical Protestants of iurope, And America 
had no lack of millenialists, Most of them followed the - 
pattern set by the 18th century preacher Jonathan Ldwards, 
Fe Tive said, Hal Lindsay never really had an original 
ideas 

The next wave of Millenialism to 8weep across the 
Westerm world began wLth. the American and French revolutions 
and culminated in the decade of revolutions in the 18408, 
Itinerant preachers proclaiming the imminent Second Coming 
gained quite a fodlowing, and some of the reeulting cults 


gurvive to this days, 
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FUL example, 11 1830 an upstate New York farmer named 
Jogeph Smith fantasi,ed about an angel named Moroni who 
presented him with a set of golden plates, His translation 
of what was inscribed on those plates combined millenialism 
_ with: the latest popular anthropological fads about the 
American Indians being the lostk tribes of Israel, The 
Fegult. was a strange new cult centered around the Book of 
Mormon, 

A cult was once defined as "a religion small enough 
to pick ons” The Mormons were a fast-growing 8ect in 
the 1830s and 1840s, but they were picked on enough to 
gend them running into the Western wilderness, Hobody _ 

icks on the Mormons today, Phey.rmn the,state of Utah, 

n1 they remain staunchly millenialists 2 f, author Dear 
Ing has pointed out that with their wealth and desert 
LandholJdings and their belief in stockpiling goods, no 
religion today is better equipped to gurvive a nuclear 
holocaust, . : I rather think that if there is a future after. 
nuclear war, its not going to be Hal Lindsay Protestantism 
or back=to-The-earth Paganisms, It will be the Mormons e 

(It 18 8aid by the Mormons that the golden tablets are 
Still in the Tabernacle at Salt Lake City, but no one 
besides the highest: officials of the Mormon Church have .. 
ever s8een. them, and their testimony is obviously suspect, ) 

Another itinerant preacher named William Miller als0 
gained an extensive following, He preached fol ]owdiig 


the Jewish Sabbath laws plnse rofrnining £frum meat as a 
g8ign of hotiness, ena firmly predicted the return of Jesus 


Christ in March 1844, Jegus missed a: train or 8omething 
because he didn't show up, Undaunted, Miller announced a 
per8onal revelation that the real gecond coming was to be 
in October, Wo dice, | 

By t#his point, some of Miller's followers figured 
out there_was gsomething very 8eriously wrong with Miller's 
cosmology ,ant'.. closeted thems<lves away” into a conclave 
of all the high muckity-mucks, and when they came out, 
they announced that they had been given a revelation that - 
1844 wagn!'t really the date of the Second Coming after all, 
You gÞe, wheat reatly. happened. is. that Jeegzus :merely started 
to audit the Book of Life, That!s a pretty massive job 
even for a Deity, and thus was formed the Eovrenth Day 
Adventist Church, whose. members eagerly awaited the coming 
of Our Lord in 1911, | 5, .. 

1911 1s not a date much remembered in history, mainly 
because nothing of real historical importance happened 
that year, Most Seventh Day Adventists today generally 
accept the Hal Lindsay 8scenario and figure God is coming 
Some time in the 80s, , 

A curious change -Showed: up in eschatological writings 
in the 18408, Up until then, most evangelists agreed 
that before the Second Coming would come a time of general 
worldwide disaster and war called "the Tribulations , " 
Following that would be the iapture, when all of the very 
best (read most bigoted and narrow-minded) of humanity 
would be taken up into Heaven, while the >on of God comes 
down to pass judgment on the rest, The curious change 


is that starting in the 18408, eschatological preachers 
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-revised their chronology, and started predicting the 
Rapture as before the Tributations, This seems subtle 
but would have the effect over the long run of making 
Christian: millenialism much more attractive to many peoples, 
After all, Us Good Guys will be having ple-in-the-sky 
In Heaven while the rest of you slimy 8inners will have 
to cope with the Collapses 

By the end of the 19th century the influence of _. 
millenialigm on the general populace was rapidly fading. 
The progress of science and industry made all of that 
eschatological gstuff gsound rather s8illy, By the middle of 
this century, the s8tandard of living for the poorest 
in this country far gurpassed that of the middle class 
200 years ago, People in gamneral grew better educated 
from one generation to the next, By our own time, a large 
percentage of people 8aw the Bible not as jJournalism but 
as mythology. 

A number of things happened that led to the modern 
revival of Christian millenialism, In 1945 the U,S, Army 
incinerated two Japanese cities, All of a sudden the human 
race had gained the ability to destroy the entire planet 
in about an hour and a half!s time, In 1947 the newly- 
formed United Nations granted the Jews a homeland in 
West Palestine, the biblical lands, and while the young 
nation of TIsrael captured the imagination of the world, 
gome evangelists were making connections with the Book 
of tevelations, 

But the real impetus to millenialism came with the 
vast 8gocial changes of the 19608, Inspired by high-tech 
prosS8perity, cheap and easy birth control and wmass media 
gyStemn that put the knowledge of the world almost at your 
fingertips, an entire generation rebelled against the 
traditional morality of the past, By the decade of the 
19708, no one was being prosecuted for fornication except 
4znN a Tew: backward areas, Millions left the old-line 
ehurches, and those who remained were much more willing 
to question church authorities, Suddenly there were millions 
of young people on the 8scene who cared not a whit about | 
any Duty to Pociety but instead lived for their own 8elt- 


actualizations 
To''the evangelists out on the radical end of Protes- 


tantiam, it mast have seemed as if Satan had seized control 
of the world, that the new generation and all subsequent 
generations were hopelessly lost, Ho wonder They came 
to the conclusion that the only thing left for God to do 
was to level the planet and start overs | 

nd the Hal Lindsays are right in a sense, The human 
rTYace is on the verge of 80 many things: that it Jeezus 
doeegn'!'t bring the world to an end 800n, he is8gn't going to 
be able to ever, Things like life extension, possibly 
immortality, worldwide computer nets and information SyStTems , 
the colonization of space,. cheap power from nuclear fuslon 
and golar power s8atellites, 4t the present rate, in 20 
years time destroying the Larth will not destroy the human 


Traces 
And there is a new kind of millenialism beginning to 
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gain force among gome thinkers, 
a mnillenialism based not on 
theology, but on modern 
gcience, Timothy Leary and 
Robert Anton Wilson have 
argued that what we are 8eeing 
today really is the end of the 
world -- in the form of the 
next gstep of evolution in the 
human brain, Their theory 
holds that the human brain 
operates on four basic N 
eilreuits -- gurvival instinct, 
emotional/territorial, logic /- 


Tational, and 8ocial/8exual, 
Leary and Wilson argue that a 
Fifth. brain circuit is rapidly 
evoiving and is 8showing up in 
many younger people, which 
manifests itself in extreme 
open=-mindedness and a drive for 
gelf-Improvement, which they 
gay overshadows the fourth 
eircuit's drive to do one's 
duty to the collective, whether 
family, church or nation, 

11. Wilson 8ays that those 
fundamentalist evangelists are 
Scared to death of that Awful 
Fifth Circuit, terrible 
narbinger of the Aquarian 
COnSpiracys g 

Are we on The verge of CQ 
anovthes gstep in evolution? Are we going to live in a world 
of SMI"TE? I certainly hope 80, and really do want to 
believe. that, But if: things were to pretty much stay the. 
game for -human nature, I wouldn't be too gurprised, either, 
A lot of people have been waiting Tor the world TO 
end for a far longer period of time than most of us can 
eagsily conceive of, It hasn!t happened yet, Is it a 
genetic boogeyman. that haunts us, or a spur to make sure 


1t doesn!t happen? 
Buckminster Fuller has said that if we make it through 


the 19808, the human race will make it forever, His track 
record on predicting the future has been very good in the 
past, But most of us will live long enough to find out 

if we are the terminal generation or the initial one, 


Lt was a clue from Dana Morgan that 8et me on the 

road to repairing my head, 4 couple of weeks after the 
"psychic attack" or whatever the hell it was, I visited 
with her at her Chicago Heights apartment, During that 
time I had my head dialed down to the Llowest level possible 
without losing my ability: to write and work for fear of 
triggering another attack, 8ort of the way the IMuzak people 
turn the treble and bass all the way down on the speakers 
in the dentist's office in order to make the world 8safe 


&/ 


for contented cow music, - it mt: unnatural as hell and 
I was miserable doing it, but I didn't gee what else IT 
could do, : You: can only read 80 much adam Smith, | 
#Look, Ed, you've been calling yourself a witch for ® 
years," Dana gaid, "So why the fukk don't you do gomething 
about 1t? Youre scared to death of the world crashing 
down around you? Well, then, do s8ome magilck, Make a 
different world, " R 

And that made all kinds of s8ense, 

-What happened next can get real controversial real 
fast, and in fact, Tive been quarreling with Eric Raymond 
ever 8ince on matters involving quantum mechanics ane the 
nature of reality, Obviously a single fanzine is8ve 1s | 
not going to regolve all of the questions that philosophers, 
physicists, theologians, occultists and artists are s till 
far from regolvings | 

SO TI!11 try to explain it like this, I have a proposition 
to lay forth, It is that belief systems are a major 
Factor in determining the reality we experience, 

T will argue that it is by no means certain that we 
WIll use nuclear weapons to blow ourselves off of the face 


ef the planet, The Americans and »voviets Wy have instilled 
enough Tear into each other that nothing will happens 


The nuclear freeze movement may put enough fear into both 

gides, Menachem Begin could have a heart attack and his 

SUCCessSOr could make peace with his neighbors, HE,T, could 

land tomorrow, 4nd even a pessimist like tobert Heinlein 

only gives the odds as s8something like 98 percent for the ® 


end of the world in our lifetime, | | 

But there is one thing that will make it certain, 
beyond all doubt, That is if everyone comes to believe 
That nuclear war is inevitable and there is nothing that 
can be done to stop it, | 

This makes gense even on a logical/rational levels 
4f nuclear war is 8een as inevitable, whots going to even 
try to stop it? You!ſre much better off stocking your 
cabin in the mountains, But as long as someone does not 
accept the inevitable, someone is going to fight it, And 
as long as you fight, there is a chance to reverse the 
tides 

The one factor that would make nuclear war inevitable 
beyond all attempts to stop it is the popular belief 
System, Tt's no wonder Hal Lindsay and the gang are 
preaching such inevitability, 

The quickest way to change the reality that everyone 
is living is to change their belief s8ystem, This is called 
Tmagick," 

You don!t believe in magick? You!ſve probably geen 
all tTthoge Hollywood movies about hoary mages in long 
_ robes standin:. in pentagrams and waving a wand over a 
gteaming cauldron or. Samantha wiggling her nose and making 
Darren do funny things, Þ Magick is a lot more common and 
mundane than thats onsider the following examples: 

—=- Tn 1936 an estimated 12 million people smoke 
Lnarijuana, peacefully and without mach bother, President 


Franklin D, Roogevelt 8slens his magick name on a piece 
of paper, And immediately 12 million people are transformed 


£ > 
/ 


instantly into felons, And if you don!t believe that is 


what SEDDEBBEs I challenge you To wave a joint in front 


of a cop and Tind out for yourself, | 

You've geen it on TV news a dozen times, The 
pregsident of the United States is returning from a trip 
abroad, bound for Andrews Air Force Base on Air force 
OMe, A crowd waits, sweltering in the kind of muggy . 
g0-degree: heat that: geems to be the rule in WVashington, - 
Reporters, soldiers, euriosity seekers, mothers with kids, 
all in a pretty foul mood in that heat, Then Air Force 
One pulls up on the tarmac, the door opens, and as the 
Chief Executive steps out, the military band 8trikes up 


he familiar: hymn: Da-Da=De=Da=-Da,. And a wave of awe 

| + Bog oVer Cos that moments before felt like hell 
on earth, and they break forth with waves of adulation, 

This is magick, 

- Tn. 1978 in a certain Middle vastern country one 
of the most powerful dictators in history ruled the land 
with an iron fist, He had at his beck and call the most 
powerful military machine ever s8een in that region of | 
the world, A vicious secret police force held the nation 
cowed in terror, There was no opposition -- the opposItion 
was converted or killed or scattered across the face of 
the earth years before,, And then a certain little-known 
pPT2eacher exiled in Paris started smuggling cassette tapes 
into the country, The tapes were of the preacher's sermons, 
in which the preacher guggested that Allah was no longer 
pleased with the dictator, He was a very compelling and 
convineing s8peaker, and: the word got out, And all oft a 
gudden, as if overnight, :all the power and might of the 
dictator evaporated, Oh; he could still send his s01diers 
out to aghoot people down, but what had been an iron grip 
on the land no longer existed, Within a couple of months 
the dictator was in exile and the preacher was the new 
dictator, :Most of you probably realize that I am talking 
about Iran, and the Ayatollah Khomeini, whether he realizes 
It or_.not, is one ofthe most powerful users of magick 
alive, : 

In each of those cases, it was the change in popular 
belief s8ystem that made all the difference in the world, 
The main difference between a mster politician and the 
average Joe in the street is that master politicians know 
how to magickally manipulate the belief systems of the 
average Joes on the street, 

The difference between a witch or 8orceror and the 
average master politician is that the witch can use the 
most powerful kind of magick of all, turning the Force 
Lis or her own head and maniomulate his or her: own belief 
SyStems on the deepest level, And in the end, that makes 
for the best kind of change of all, Internal change musrt. 
be made before one becomes _ | | 
effective at external_changes, 

No left turn unstoned, As 
above, 80 below, 

And go one full moon 
eveling in late 1980 as the 
frosted grass Shivered blue=- 
white and the land for miles 
around brooded in silent 
anticipation, I set the altar 
1n my apartment in the F 
tradLtlonal Wiccan manner; lit 
my lncense and my candles, 

Switched off the Mozart. sonata 
and the electric lights, L 
cast my circle, opened up ny 
personal aura, called forth the 
guardiems of the Tour quarters, 
alry intelligence in the east, 


fiery will inthe g8outh, watery 
intuition in the west, the 
earthy gource of life in: the 
north, And then I called upon 
every god and goddess in my 
pantheon, or as I knew deep 
dom, all of those aspects of 
my personality that gre those 
gods and goddessess "ind I 
danced a dance of praise and 


POWers J | 
Ana then with the Yorce 


gwirling about my like a 
Worldcon jacuzsi, I gat down in the center of my circle, 


before the flickering candles and musty-sweet incense 


and the burnished gold apple of Eris, and I conjured up 
all of the horrible visions that had nearly T2%30> me insane 


three weeks before, 4 

And I told them no, 

NOT IN MY UNIVERS3 YOU DOI!T, DiaMN YOU!!! 

T trashed every vision one by one, 8mashing them 
with the brutal efficiency of a Caterpillar dozer tearing 
into a rotting tenement, picking them apart with the glee 
of a young Hero pulling the wings off of a very carnivorous 
breed of flys . 

Then I mentally rewrote one of those Yisions, the 
one of the globe that had been turned with the east end of 
the Meditteranean facing me in which a brush fire had 8spread 
out from the vicinity of Tel Aviv to congume everythings 
Instead, I gent a vision of misty green light sprecding 
wavew of calm, peace and love from the Mideast to envelop. 
the globes 
- Hg en T pullegq out a piece of parchment upon which 

n=itten SMLICTG2, -— Space Migration, Intelligence 

= 22 ap LIfe ron, 7 laced it on the Cenger and 
let it flame up with the 8weet frankincense, and I opened 
the geal of my circle to let its gnoky gubstance where 


the air currents would take it, It is gaid that every 
day we breathe air molecules once 8neezed out by Jesus 
Christ, | 

then I 8at back ::the center of my circle, feeling 

waves of peace and calmess washing through me, the first 
time I'd felt anything like it in months, I 881d my thanks 
7 the gods, To this day I do not know if what Id done 
+ a any effect.on the course of events, It's impossible 

0 889 » But perhaps more importantly, what IT'!1d done had 
an effect on me, 4 could face the world again, TI could 
function. once Wore as a human being, Since then IT have 
never again experlenced the madness of fear that took me 
the night after they elected Ronald Reagans 


(By the way, If you work out the name of Ronald 
Wilson ieagan according to standard' Hebrew numerological 
techniques, you get the number "666," What, me worry?) 

| +.T1 digsmigeed all. the forces I had called upon and 
took down the circle, Then, thoroughly drained physically 
and emotionally, I_went to bed and Slept more 8oundly than 
Ita done for weeks, 


; {| 
OF course, it 8still took a few months to put myself 
back together emotionally, Most of it I nad to do myself. 
through meditation and various 8elf-programing techniquess 
For a while I 8moked a lot more marijuana than I normally 
do, But I had a lot of help, too, from members of Life 


Light Temple in Kalamazoo helped considerably with their 
gupport and being their to talk to -- Dana Torgan, Priestess 
Sue, John McClimans (then living in Kalamazoo), TI put a 
lot of miles on my VW Rabbit driving back and forth and 
memorized every inch of that stretch of I-94, In March 
1981, -while spending a weekend in Kalamazoo with the 


coven, I had a breakthrough in the emotional perceptions 
of myself and of the world around me, and recognized that 
T had become a first-degree witch, (Most Wiccans accept 
three "degrees" or levels of proficiency in the Craft, 

of which first degree is the Tipy:' {2979235 7 ...- FAPSU 
Level of competency, Usvally the achievement of each 
degree is marked by_ an initiation ritual, though this 1s 
not always the cage, In my case, 5everal people. both 
I1nside and outside of my coven told me IT was obviously 

a Tirst degree without my asking, and my having to work 
out the implications for myself was effec tively my initiation 


over the next 8everal months, ) bo 

nd gradually, almost too subtly to notice, the mood 
of people around me was beginning to change, away trom 
the depth of despair and resignation that characterized 
1980, It $8eemed as if more and more people were 8starting 
to Tresist Doom, to fight for a future, In response To : 
114 statements from the Reagan administration, a strong, 


millvoat peace movement. sprang up almost overnight and has. 
een growing ever 8ince, More and more people were beginning 


to Fight the 1dea of nuclear war, instead of resigning 
themselves to it% or even welcomin it, After peaking in 
1980, the number of annual tax a Luras received by the- 
IRS began to fall, ; .dramatically, (93 million in 1980, 
85 million in 1982,, figures courtesy of the IRS itself,) 
After the alarming 1980 presidential campaign, the media 
began to pick on the Moral liajority more and more, By 
the end of the year 1t was increasingly clear that Sen, . 
Jesge Helms and Rev, Jerry Falwell were on the defensives 
wven Billy Graham, as Villenialist as they come, denounced 
both the Moral Majority and the nuclear arms race, 

Public events became 8crewier and g8crewier, seemingly 
out of kilter with the path 
most people thought they'd 
be taking a year ago, A 

 wacko named John Hinckley 

) made what was probably the 

Xx, most unusual engagement 

+ Proposal Jody Foster ever 

> received by pumping the 
president full of Leads 
I-!q been wondering for 


” 2 


1ike to be president and 
know that one of the mosTt 


| PZ 


WO quite a while what it was 


nd 2 
ginister figures in government,. a former head of the 
CTIA; was waiting for you to aies But Ronald Reagan didn!t 
ate, oddly enough, And they let Hinckley off with an 
insanity plea, The headlines kept getting weirder and 
weirder like that, as if the events of the world were 
being controlled not by a wrathful, returning Jeegzus, 
but by Dr, Demento, 

Robert Heinlein hae@& aesienated a gimilar period of 
time in his Future History,. He called It "The Crazy 
Years," And we even had our very own Hehemial: Scudder . 
on TY every Sunday morning on the "01d Time Gospel Hour," 

The fear was 8till alive in me, though, I was in 
eontrol: of 1% now -- it never ruled me again, But it wouldn't 
go away, either, no matter what I did, That ominous date, 
1982, was 8still ahead of me like_a dark tunnel or the 
first hill on the roller coaster, 

A couple of times a month Tf'd have a nightmare, Or, 
actually, it wasn!t specifically a nightmare -- it would 
gtart out as one of the 8ort of dreams IT always have, : 
144 be typing in the newsroom, or packing for a vacation, 
or making,love with Lee Ann, or plottin; to smash the 
8tate with Sam Konkin, the ugual sorts of things I dream 


about, And then without warning wonld be a brilliant 
white flash of light, And T!d wake, g8ometimes shouting 
or gometimes 8ilent, but always bathed in a sheen of cold 
gweat,s 

It was a plece of shit to have to live with this, L 
knew, So almost a year: to the day late in 1981 I set 
down, a magickal circle a year before, I 8et dom another 
one, gat down in the middle of it, and entered into a 
deep trance, Then I invoked God and Goddess, but this 
time not by any of the mythological names Neopagans are 
fond of using, Instead I invoked. them goundlessly in as 
pure and abstract form as I could, Were I a Jewish monos 
theist I would have 8aid I was talking to G=d, Actually, 
T am a pantheist with solipsistic tendencies, 80 let!s 
just s8ay I was talking to a part of myself not normal ly 
accegssible to the frontal lobes, :And I made a deal, 

For all my intellectualizing, I could not demonstrate 
with 100 percent certainty that the Lindsay millenialists 


weren't right, And many: of them had picked 1982 as The 
Year,. All right, I said,: mustering more courage than I 
thought my 8oul contained, maybe they!re right! Let us 
tes their predictions, 

If in 1982-World War III started from incidents in 
the Middle Eaat, that would be gufficient proof for me 
that the Lindsay Crowd was right 21l alonge And, : as8uming 
IT 1ived long enough, of course, I would join them. AFter 
all, losing in the Battle of Arwage eddon meant  Tosing For 
1. eternity, | 

If the clock reached midnight on Dec, 31, 1982, and 
the world was here pretty much the way it was "when the 


year began, that would be 8ufficient eyidence for me_to 
Benclude that these people were_ completely and Cm. 


full of 8hit, Once and for all, 


ws [4 On. an- icy black night iven 6; New York State champagne 
in NtITes, Illinois, the clock began to tick away, 

I knew: that I wouldn't get through 1982 without a 
ma jor 8care, and Menachem Begin was more than happy to 
oblige me, In Aprit, he sent the Israeli Army rolling 
north into Lebanon, not too many miles from a dusty little 
village called Armageddon, Within two weeks they were 
blowing their way into Beirut, dogfighting with the Syrians 
and, the incredible fools!, sacking the Soviet embassyse 
I began checking the flight schedules to Katmandu, 

U.S, Rep, Mark Siljander did not help, I have the 
misfortune of having him as a congressman (though, to be 
fair, he probably. considers it his misfortune to have me 
as a constituent), Moral Mark is an all-but-official - 
representative of Jerry Falwell!s Moral Majority in Congresss 
{ know tnis because most of his campaign contributions 
cone either from Moral Majority members or organizations 
that are fronts for Jerry Falwell, such as Action Life 
Ministries down in Buchanan, | 

Right in the middle of a heated primary campaign: for 
vhe Republican nomination (Mark wanted a s econd term), he 
disappeared for a week, It didn't take me long to find 
out where he went from gources in the Fourth District and 
Washington, Mark Siljander,was on a gemi-sccret fact- 


find ing mission in Lebanon at the specific invitation R 
of Tebanese fundamentalist Chrisktian groups in that country, 


TI 8pilled my coffee all over a fresh new notebook, 
That night I went out and got stinkingly drunk, Some time 
later members of TAPA began to remark that for a pacifist 
I was being pretty vicious, And for GOLDaN APA I penned 
a paranoid gpeculagtive fantasy about Jerry Falwell plotting 
the ass8as8sination of Amin Gemeyel, * 

And then, as gummer 8shifted into high gear, Hal Lindsay!s 
Scenario began to fall apart, , 

The Israelis got their way in Lebanon, virtually 
uncontested, The Palestinians evacuated Beirut, The 
Syrians didn't stage a full-fledged invasilon, The Soviets 
aid nothing but bluster in Pravda; and they do that all 
the tine, anyway, Our own Puhrer, Ronald Reagan, had 
enough problems of his own as hundreds of thousands of 
Peace demonstrators flooded the streets of Hew York in 


a gpectacle unmatched 8since the Vietnam days. 
At first I was a mite bewildered at the strange Things 


clecking away over the AP wire machines, but then slowly, 
almost imperceptibly, the fear I'd been living with began 


to fall away like the clothing 
from a Las Vegas 8strippers 

Not that a lot of people 
weren't 8still pessimistic about 
the future, I remember 8spending 
time in triendly argument with 
Laurraine Tutihasi at Chicon, 
Laurraine argued that all the 
Signs of world war are around us 
just like turope in the late 
19508, TI countered by arguing 
that there are a lot of major 


differences -» The Soviets were effectively being countered 
in Afghanistan and there was growing Turmoil :in lastern 
Europe, new technologies were creating an economic impetus 
for decentralization that didn't exist in the aation-states 
of the: 19308, and in this country, unlike before World 


Var II, Tresistance 
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tThe one thing I think itts safe to. say about the 
future is that it will likely be completely different 
from anything any of us ever imagined,” IT 8aid, and I 
Still believe that today, 

After Worldcon I traveled with Lee Howard and uric 


Raymond for 8everal days of "recuperation,"' A lot of what 
went on incfisconsin between us 1s personal, but it did 


give me a chance to think about a lot of things, The second 
day we were there we drove over to the huge Kettle Moraine 
Stake Forest, : lee and Eric stayed in a clearing to read 

and play music, while I went off for a solitary hike, And 

L thought about the process of freeing my head and about 

the Pagan version. of millenialism, : 

According to their version of the future, Goddess is 
incredibly pissed off at the way modern industries have 
ruined much of the planet!s landscape and are continuing 
to destroy its resources through pollution and exploitation, : 
This, in itself, is a pretty reasonable.conclusion, However, 
they continue on in a very familiar vein -- Goddess £58 
coming back to punish the earth with terrible nuclear 
wars and natural disasters, And then, when most of the 
earth's population is dead and all ickpoo technology is 
destroyed, those who are left, who of course will be 
Pagans, will live in harmony with Mother warth forever and 
ever, In other words, pretty much the game scenario: as 
the Christians offer, except instead of having only good 
Christians left after the Tribulation you have good Pagans, 


ll 5 
Of course, there are gome major flaws in this kind 
of thinking, "Hi one thing, a nuclear war would demonstrably 
destroy much more of the Barth s biosphere than all of 
the industry in all of human history combined, And as 
Ttve noted above, I cannot accept a religious viewpoint 
that Bees the genocide of geveral billion people as a. 
good things 
Is8the alternative then as Paul iwhrlich and the Club 
of Rome doomsayers suggest? Mugst we gubmit to a world 
dictatorship with unprecedented powers in order to gurvive? 
T would 8ay yYeS.. .e1f things remain as they are now, 


with a greater and greater number of people confined on 
& planet with only a finfte amount of resources to support 


that populations 
But if gomehow the system of Planet zarth were to 


be@ome open-ended, no longer confined to a single biosphere, 
then anything, 1itorally anything, becomes possible, And 
we have the technology to do it -=- space technology, OY 
as Jerry Pournelle once put it, "It's raining g8oup out 
There, 

Itts no secret that a number of Heopagan writers 
are vehemently opposed to g8pace exploration and development, 
L particularly recall one Pagan publication out of Dallas, 
In a book review column, the reviewer discussed one of 
Timothy Leary's later books, The reviewer was generally 
favorable toward Leary, until it came time to talk about 
Leary*'s belief in the necessity of space colonization, 
and the writer then became almost:hysterical, IT havehad 
a visilon from the Goddess herself, that the human race 
must never, ever leave our dear Mother Larth! How can 
Leary not realize that this must not be!" 

Indeed, It would just ruin all those. lovely prophecies 
of digsagter, I knew where I gtood, If we do not leave 
our Mother's Womb goon, we will kill our Mother, It is 
v51me For homo sapiens to be born to the Universe, And 
any means necessary must be used to accomplish that, 4 


permanent world Dark Age or a permanent world totalitarianism 
would not be:a world worth Living 1its E 
90 then, must I renounce. being a Pagan? Ho, The 
millianialists in Paganism may be louder: than anyone else, 
Just as they may be among the Christians, but they do not 
rCYepresent the entirety of Paganism any more than they 
represent the entirety of Christianity, So many of my 


Pagan friends hewve taught me that a religion can be a 
positive, joyful, Life-aiilrming path that does not seeKk 
to contradict 20th century s8cience -=- EHric Raymond, J 5: 
Alan, Selena Fox, Mary Pride, Friestess Sue Dana : Morgan, 
Arthur Hlavaty s Foanmmotte Waldie, Lee Howard, fuf7 7 awlyh..-;.; 
Ray Buckland, Tully Bemis, Theytve all Belned 1 5ave my 
Sanity at one time or another and I love them all, 

In October The Hightmare came to me one last times 
I dreamed IT was typing away at my IBM Selectrid in the 
newSroOOm, when guddenly it was invadeq by a large pack 


of gUNMEnN , As the Herald-Palladium gtaff was held art 
bay, the leader announced they were agents of the KGB 
whose migasion it was to direct a nuclear attack against 


- as { Hes L 

the United States from St, "Ole. Michigan, - Several of 
them 8et up gome 8science-fiction=-ish looking equipment in. 
the wire room and began directing the attack, One of them 
rattled off the name 0of city after city as it was blown 
to gmithereens, LVinally, the leader announced that the 
last warhead would expLode directly overhead in order to 
wipe out any evidence of what had happened, ALL hail 
Mother Russia! TFhere was a brilliant white TFlash,,, - 

And I woke up and I began to laugh, The strongesrt, 
heartiest laugh I'd laughed in three years, Tt was all 
go gtupid! At that moment the fear I'd lived with was 
gone, completely, and it has never come back, At long 
lagt the programming of the Dominicans was replaced by 
better programming of my owns 

- 1982 is history and the world as far as IT know is 

STLLL here, You may draw your own conclusions about Hal 
Lindsay and the cult of the Blue Berets in Queens, 7 
have already, :* ; 

Of course, 1983 is not utopia, Obviously, Several 
days after the new year started in Memphis, a group of 
millerialist cultists, angered because the world did not 


end as scheduled, kidnapped a copy an alleged minion of 
the Antichrist, and tortired him to death, The Memphis 


cops gathered outside the house heard the screams and 
pleas for help, but were prohibited from doing anything 
on oxdores from downtown, When they finally did get the 
go ahead to move in, the guus biazed and geven cultists 
were blown away, An ugly scene, and a reminder to us all 
that we've certainly got a lot of problems to work out 
yet, Utopia 1s always tomorrow, 

Rather Than Leave on that note, IT!d rather offer you 
gome thoughts as my gift to all of you, | 

You have a future, . | 

You are the creator of that future, LHtach and every 
one of you, TIt!s up to you what kind of future you will 


naves wo 
OF oQUESEe, we may very well 8till blow ourselves off 
the :face of the planet, The leaders of this country and 
'the Soviet Union have 8still showmn little inclination to 5 
compromise on nuclear arms, and the leaders of Iran, Libya, 
and yes, Israel, remain mad as hatters, though I really 
gShouldn!t be insulting hatters 89, h 

But you know, if the very worst happens, it's not 
going to be because it was part of a plan devised by 8ome 
insane Shub-Higgarath Jehovah, We'll have done it to 
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_ ourselves, and it will be entirely our PesponsLlblility. 
Ana oddly enough, that makes me feel a lot better about 


life, 

We can have all the things welve ever dreamed about == 
travel to the stars, immortality, peace, absolute' individual 
1iberty, wealth beyond imagination -- and we can have it 
in our lifetimes, But first we must be self-responsible 
enough to reach out and take these things, ” 

Anq4 80, with faith in myself, hope in ny future, and 


love for all of you, I bid you, Blessed Be! 


"0n the question of the coming of our Lord gesus Fo 
Christ and our being gathered to him, we beg you, brothers, 
not to be 80 easily agitated: or terrified, whether by an 
oracnlar utterance, or rumor, or a letter alleged to be 
ours, into believing that the day of the Lord is here," 

oo from: St, Paul's: second letter to the church at 
theessalonika, chapter 2, verses 1-2. 


| Te each get one vote, The Universe is created 
the participation of the participantss Poday 18s the ret 


day of The rest of the Universe," 
Robert Anton Wilson. 


The following is an excerpt from The Author's diaryzine, 
The Decentralization of Western Civilization, dated Jan. 
2, 1985: | 

+ »eL made a point of stopping at a little corner 
grocery once I got into Columbus for a bottle of pinko : 
champagne, without which no WNew Year!s ive would be completes 
This was a very 8pecial night for me, anywayeess 

Ive won WT INFINITY FUTURES, HAL LINDSAY! AND 
MAY YOU GaG AND PUKE UP ALL THAT VILUNYSS FUSTURING WITHIN 
YOU! _ WE HAVE A FUTURE!1,00 

*e eOVET a_ dozen people came over for partying and it 
was a good one, ohortly before midnight someone turned : 
on The TV get to watch The big ball go down on Times Squares 
And we all drank a toast for the new year, Shara held | 
my hands for a_ while because it was a terribly emotional 


moment for Mme,.s 
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«+ «. Thus, as is typical on primate planets, the few 
Wilsons and Tofflers and Zeds tended to be ignored in 
the rush of events, A8 biocomp Circuit Five began to 
appear in the overwhelming majority of young Terrans, 
panic began to s8et in among the older, less-developed 
minds that 8till controlled planetary affairs, Millenialism 
reached a peak of hysteria in the years inmediately prior 
to Space Migration, acts of random violence multiplied, 
behavior generally regarded as gocially unacceptable or 
"nuts" became commonplace, and the turmoil of evolution 
Shook civilization, Much as: they were seen as signs of 
imminent digaster, they were, of course, the normal symptoms 
displayed by primate races in transition,s 

Some 8scholars of that planet to this day express 
amazement over the way thoge egymptoms of panic disappeared 
almost overnight at the year 2000, C,EB, But this Author 
conjectures that the reason is sinple -=- Terran blocowp 
gentlents of the primate variety have: 10 manipula tive 
digits, therefore making the number 2,000 one. of great 
magieFal 8ignificance in primate s8uperstition, At any 
fg, by this time nearly egery sentient mind on the planet 
had Circuit Eive capability and there were already Several 
gmall Space habitats in Terran orbits, 

The rest, of course, is history and amply, covered in 
other entries, (See SUBJECT: Terran history, TOPIC: 2 
First Space Migration,) Before the end of the 21st century, 
Coe g Derra had taken its place among the worlds of the 
Galactic communi ty. 
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